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".‘ Amerlcan participation in the Philippine Insurreetlon.

ABSTRACT

. The purpose of this study i1s to determine the extent of the7 fk ﬂﬁv 
involvement of Brigadier General Charles King in the deve10pment of
rifles used by the United States Army during the 1ate nineteenth and

early twentleth centuries, the last of the Indian wars, and the Jﬂfﬁ

The study shows a personal involvement 1n the development‘of
the magazlne-fed bolt-action repeating rlfle used both during the o
- Philippine Insurrection, and the later develonment of the model 1903
. ”Spr1ngf1e1d rifle used by the United States Army in World War I.:
‘General King left as his legacy the development of the Springfield5ﬂ
model 1903 rifle which gave the riflemen of the United States Armed “

. Forces the finest weapon of its kind in the world. ¢3'ﬁf; j7” 




INTRODUCTION |

The purpose of this study is to ~explore the extent of the RN
f~involvement of Brlgadier Ceneral Charles King in the development of

VQrifles used by the United States Army during the late nineteenth and

f ear1y twentieth centurles, and his role in the Philippine Insurreotion;'i'

iv
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’ ~;~,Brigadier General Charles
- born in Milwaukee, Wiséonsin on
Rufus King, founder and owner of
grew up in a background of milit
Columbia University in New York,

received a direct appointment to

‘ikat West Point from President Abr

King, United States Volunteers, was
October 12, 184k, the son of General
the Milwaukee Sentinel. Charles

ary tradition, and after'attending o
where he majofed in literature, he

the United Stateskﬁilitary Academy ':
aham Lincoln, o i 2

Charles entered the Academy during the War Between the States,

 but did not participate in the war itself since his class did not

graduate until shortly after Lin

Charles married Adelaide L

coln's assassination in early 1865,

evander of Carroll Parish, Louisiana,

_on November 20, 1872, and they had four children: Adelaide, Carolynaj

Elinor, and Rufus.
After graduation from the
Charles was commissionsd Second

served until May 15, 1870, when

%o the Fifth Cavalry, which took

- frustrating Indian wars in the
developed the habit of keeping a
-~ he kept thereafter every day of

writing style which led him into

Military Academy on June 18, 1866,
Lieutenant, First Artillery. He

ag First Lieutenant, he transferféd
part in a long series of bldody;
est. During these years Charles
painstakingly detailed diary, which
his life. Charles developed a -

a successful career as an author of

romantic novels dealing with army life and contemporary American

history. Among his books are:

Famous and Decisive Battles; and the

novels: Between the Lines; The C

olonel's Daughter, 1883; Marion's Faith,

1885; Gaptain Blake, 1892; The

G

1902; A Conguering Corps Badge,

‘Some of these novels were later

1905; Medal of Honor, and others.,

turned into sﬁccessful‘playsoa

eneral's Double, 1897; The Iron Brigade,'_{
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On December 31, 1870, King became adjutant of ﬁhe reéiment of
~ the Fifth Cavalry, a post he was to keep untll 1878 Kingkwas prombted :f,'
~to Captain on May 1, 1879. | N  _k i o
In 1874, Charles was geverely wounded in acﬁion‘againSﬁ'théve
Apaches, when he received a spear in his rlght shoulder. He was
carried from the fleld, and when the wound did not respond to treaument 7
e he was forced to retire from the service with an injury disability, at ,_e
the permanent rank of Captain.By o | _ -
When Charles returned to Miiwaukee, he gefe his full time o
writing, and became an even more successful novelist and playright,
with some of his work being produced on the 1egitimafe stage. . ‘
In retirement, King still retained an active intereSf in”thery‘
affairs of the army. During his years of combat service in the West,
he observed the importance of first-class weapons,‘especialiy rifles.
Many times the Indians had been equipped with superier weapons, |
eapecially Henry repeaters, and even the 1atest model Wincheeters;h
It was only superior manpower which flnally subdued the Indians.
~ King became convinced that to improve the quality of the U.S. Army,
- a better rifle was necessary.5 In retirement, with more time on his

hands, Charles used the Milwaukee Sentinel (through his father), and

“.frequent letters to the War Department in Washington to ingquire into
" the distressing quality of army rifles.6 | v :

© Captain King had observed the limitations of the single-shot,
- breechloading model 1863 Springfield rifle, which was the standard £



:,,;in the Army at the time. It was limited in rangé becausge of the
:‘iheavy «58 caliber slug which was insufficiently propelled, in rate
'}:of fire because of the time coﬁsuming nature of single-shot weapons, .

and a lack of accuracy beyond rélatively shbrt range becausé of thek |

‘ghort 22-~inch barrel. This weapon was aléd‘pronekto Jamming if fired

over a prolonged period. | : v | , k e

In 1882, King was named Lieutenant Colomel in the Wiseohsin‘ '

National Guard, with which he was associated until his death in 1933. S

' ’This association gave him additional opportunities to press the issue}‘

"of army weaponry. At various times, King was Adjutant General,

. Inspector General, and Commanding officer of the National Guard Unif
at the University of Wisconsin in Madison. |

When the Spanish-American War beganvin‘l898,‘King was just - |

completing his term as Adjutant General at ﬁhe University of Wisconsin, .

- He had kept current on the latest trends within the regular armj becausé

Hof his continuing interest in army affairs, and through his National '

Guard capacity. He quickly volunteered his services to the nation, '

He had retired with the permanent rank of Captain, and there was little

chance of returning to regular service, even though his old army wound |

had completely healed leaving him full use éf his faculties, In 1898,

he was nominated as Brigadier General §f U.S,. Volunﬁeers because of his J

long and valued service with the Wisconsiﬁ Nationa1 Gﬁard.'vWisconsin

Senator William Lanier pushsd his'nomination and King was confirmed by

the Senate as Brigadier General of U.S. Volunteers on May 28, 1898.'v

Before he had a chance to get into active service in the island of



Cuba, most of the engagements had already occurred. When Admital"

Dewey became involved in affairs 1n the Philippines when 1ed to the
‘call for Amerlcan troops, King was avallable, - ‘ ' vkk

; ~ When King arrived in Camp Merritt, California, he assumed the |
' command of the Second Brigade, Eighth U.S. Volunteers. ‘Since only

-~ one of his five regiments was even partially trained, Kihg*e,major,

task became one of training raw recrults to become'soldiers.7'

During the intervening years, (1879-1898) some advances took
place in army weaponry, including improvements in slug weight (.58 %o

.Soycaliber). However, its previously noted limitations led during

- the 1880's to the testing of more modern designs including bolt-actien
S‘i,weapens. in 1892, after a series of tests of magazine arms adapted to i
“jsmall-bore smokeless powder cartridges, the U,.S. Army adopted the |
' U.S. Krag-Jorgenson model 1892/99 caliber «30=40 rifle. _Thie‘rifle

i.‘was'a five-shot repeater with a Mauser bolt'aetienos i |

When General King joined his,outfit, some regular army unite

were equipped with Krag-Jorgenson's, but all of the volunteer units
which had been mobilized were still equipped with‘Springfields.i

- During the training period in California from June 19; 1898 ‘until
August 12, 1898, King stressed individual marksmanship utilizing the' 

‘ "eross hairs" sighting technique rather than area fire in which all

i~}‘_fire is directed into a general area. King obtained enough Krags to

train his brigade in rapid~fire,. bolt-action operatleno ;;lyﬁf




in the Army at the time. It was limited'in'range because of the
~heavy «58 caliber slug which was insufficiently propelled, in rate
3i,of fire because of the time consuming nature of single-shot Weapons,'i

'and a lack of accuracy beyond relatively short range because of the

short 22-inch barrel. This weapon was aléé”prone to jamming if fired

" over a prolonged period.

In 1882, King was named Lieutenant Colonel in the Wiseonsin
National Guard, with which he was associated until his death in 1933.

This association gave him additional opportunities to press the issue:

o of army weaponry. At various times, King was Adjutant General,

Inspector General, and Commanding officer of the National Guard Unit 

at the University of Wisconsin in Madison. | |
When the Spanish-American War began in 1898; King was just'~/k

completing his term as Adjutant General at the University of Wiscohsin.

~ He had kept current on the latest trends within the regular army because

of his continuing interest in army affairs, and through his National

Guard capacity. He quickly volunteered his services to the nation,
He had retired with the permanent rank of Captain, and there was little |
chance of returning to regular service, even thougﬁ his o0ld army wound |
had completely healed leaving him full use 6fvhis faculties, In 1898,

he was nominated as Brigsdier General of U.S. Volunteers becauéé of his

- long and valued service with the Wisconsin National Guard. _Wiscdnsin .

Senator William Lanier pushed his nomination and King was confirmed by

the Senats as Brigadier General of U.S. Volunteers on May 28, 1898. '.

Before he had s chance‘to get intovactive service in the ialandfof7



Cuba, most of the engagements had already OccurfedQ When Admiral -
Dewey became involved in affalrs in the Philippines when led to the |
-call for Amerlcan troops, King.was available. i 1 :

‘ " When King arrived in Camp Merritt, Califofnia; he‘és$umed the'?fffﬁ‘
comﬁand of the Second Brigade, Eighth U.S. Volunteers.ivSincé only
~one of his five regiments was even paftially trainéd, King’s,major
task became one of trainingkraw'recruits to become soldiérs.7 |
| During the intervening years, (1879-1898) some advances took
place in army weaponry, including improvements in slng weight (.58 %o
.50 caliber). However, its previously noted limltatlons led during .
the 1880's to the testing of more modern d631gns 1ncluding bolt-action
 weapons. in 1892, after a series of tests of magazine arms adapted to
 isma11-bore smokeless powder cartridges, the U.Se Army adopted the

' U.S, Krag-Jorgenson model 1892/99 caliber .30-40 rifle, - This rifle

‘was a five-shot repeater with a Mauser boltfaetionoa ’1 ; "_

When General King joined his outfit, some regﬁlaf’army units .
were equipped with Krag-Jorgenson's, but all of the volunteérkuni#s
which had been mobilized were still equipped with Springfields,
~ During the training period in California from June 19,'1898; until
August 12, 1898, King stressed individual marksmanshipkutiiizihg.the'

- "eross hairs" sighting technique rather than area fire in ﬁhich all'

- Fire is directed into a general area. Klng obtalned enough Krags to

,traln his brigade in rapld-fzre, bolt-actlon operat10n.~vaff<




“  However, when King and his outfit left for the Philippines théy’ﬁéré
still equipped with Springfields.? '

When the island of Oahu was sighted on Angust twenty-seventh, 1t
" ‘qeeméd to General King that his journey to Manlla was juat about complete;sf
}After anchoring off Koko Head and eqtablishing a shore routine, King 5 , v 
~ and his officers went ashore and looked over the camp site to be : o

established for his men, It was located on a swampy area, and~he |
‘foresaw complaints, On the twenty-eighth, a message was recei#éd-froﬁy,’ 
the War Department stating that nmo more trooﬁs weré to’be sent ffom'San»

_ Francisco or Hawaii to Manila. General Merriam, the overall commander

of the Expedition, told General King, "I don't know what to do with you."

- I might put you in command of this distﬁict." At this time, Hawaii had
just been annexed by the United States (which in King's opiﬁion most of
the natives did not want) for protection of American priperty interasts.lo
'General Merriam told King he would have about 3,000 men under his

- cormand. The following day General Merriam showed King a draft of the
order establishing the Military District of Hawail with King in command,

' King was disappointed, but felt the assignment only temporary, and that
he would be ordered on to Manila quite soon. King's majbr concern was

the poor physical condition of the camp site and he entered into his new

duties with some anxiety.ll At this time, Hawaii's major importance lay

- In its location on the Pacific shipping lanes as a coaling station, and

ships and men from many nations made it a port of call. This added to

King's problems, since many of the sailors did not get along well with

 the soldiers stationed on Oshu. Disturbances were frequent and



'there were numerous altercations which had to be 1nvest1gated by

General King's office.l2 Tt gseems that the Chinese sailors who called ‘,g'”"

“,‘ at Oahu were the particular targets of the soldiera, and the smtuation ’
V  ,which developed was further inflamed by a newspaper run by a William”V'
i  Cooper. It seems Cooper did everything in his power to put U S.r,;
?ff_‘tfoopa in as bad a light as possible. He refusad to allow a,partial
’:;¢iapolcgy to King's troops to be printed in his paper.13 Territorial
,  - Governor William Jewell asked that the government buildings be
{ ‘#loccupied by King's troops, but he refused on the greunds that this
'  h]would only stir things more, and he only placed a small guard on the'

a,f7guns, ammnition and armory.

 ‘ *;‘deteriorated. An epidemic of diarrhea broke out which became veryl
~‘difficu1t to control., It was King's contention that bad water was
xf.’cau31ng the diarrhea, but at first the doctors did not concur. They'

k'fsuspected the food, but as time passed and further tests wera made,

' merchant sailors, soldiers, and various civilians and were jeered, ao~

R

“this brought the diarrhea to an end,

men, a Lieutenant Merriam, declared martial law and cleared the streetsﬂ

While all this was transpirlng, conditlons at the ¢amp had

they began to come around to King's view, They finally}orderad.thaffi;g

g1l drinking water be boiled before being used for consumption, and
Trouble in town erupted on October second, when one of King's ?f.
with cavalry. The police were indignant, and the morning papers

roasted the army, Upon investigation it was 1earned that Lieutenant'S'zw'iﬁ;

Merriam and Wheelock had been drinking and had run into a group of




°'f_ the men to work cleaning up the camps. On October. thirteenth, ordersfﬁ

.wzu'comprising the First California, Idaho, and Washlngton regiments.lé i

‘*f saventeenth of December, Officers houses were marked with crosses and

'fthey’tried to cléar the agtreets without authority./ They~even preventod‘
the police from doing their duty.llt Both officers were relieved of thoirﬁ‘ff
'ﬁf duties and sent back to quarters., Control returned to the civil

' authoritles, and King set about restoring badly needed morale by puttingiaw

_”'came directing the entire Third Expedition to g0 on to Manila as soon aa?
dvcthe SS Arizona reached Hawaii from the Philippines which she had left

; f>October third. While awaiting the arrival of .the Arizona, an outbreak
Jifof typhoid took place in the camps, followad ahortly be an outbraak of‘
© “yellow fever which soon put many men on the sick 1lst, includlng Generald
f:dKing, who contracted a mild case of yellow fever whieh put him to bed
cd'for ten days. | ' ' !

 Pinally on October twenty-seventh the Arizona arrived to ake the

. troops to Manila, and on that day the Military Diatrict of Hawa:l.i ceasedn
‘to ‘exist. It took several days of coaling and loading oparations;
'fdflnally on November seventh, King's command of 1100 regulars and
: volunteers boarded the Arizona. On November tenth she sailed rofdnanilao_
'c_dKing finally arrived in Manila on November twanty-fifth and was given -
~ command of the First Brigade of the F‘irst Division of ‘the Eighth Army,

When King arrlved, there were rumors of a general massacre

 planned by the 1nsurgents to begin between the flfteenth and the

Flliplno workers were deserting en masse from thelr jobs in the Engllsh-
k,speaking area of Manlla.‘ When the alghteenth came and went with no'f“

,[1 uprlsing, mllitary affairs calmed down and King assumed command ofths




; ~ occupied by the insurgents and U.S. troops. General King and his =
'occupﬁing troops traveled all along the defense line selecting strongfﬁu
. points where blockhouses were to be established until both he and his
"tﬁ'the next'day of cinder blocks and reinforced concrete;' They were
G on their side of the line which were sim1lar1y occupied.v
: iiPaeoyBridge. The sentries became mixed upe . King and his aide
"superiore, General's Anderson and Ovenshine were already there when

‘T“JEE he arrived, King then went forward to meet with the insurgent officers

1dwho told him that his officers had shoved their sentries off the'bridge-'*

"drawn from the bridge and posted each on his own side about twelve yards‘;~;
,f from the bridge.l7 In the next ten dayn there were many alarms., Nothlng

came of any of them, but tensions were qulte high.

"t Fillplno government's Cabinet had undergone coneiderable change.’ Pro-i]{

American Coneervatlves were replaoed with anti-Americen Radicals.' The

- of war, General Anderson considered a clash probable, 51nce General Otis

v

brigade, which occupied the central part of the defense line west
of Manila along the Pasig River near the Paco Bridge which was jointly

-_  men were satisfied with their locations. The blockhouses ‘Were built fgéf7t3

ocenpied both night and day. The insurgents had similar bleckhouses ddf;«

The next day a row developed over the jolnt occupation of theu5s7f‘"

V‘"f‘Lieutenant Saxton drove out to Paco tobessess the situation. King'aifx~'r“~

" General Anderson and his interpreters drove to see the insurgent cemmandergﬁl

and when they returned both the insurgent and U S. sentries wero with- -

on December twenty-seventh, General Anderson infermed King thet the

Radicals said any reinforcement of our lines would be regarded es an act

had sent the Fourth Cavalry forward and the First Idaho regiment to'” i



)

reinforce King's bmiggdq,la
on Thupaday, Dasember 29th, King wWent to leok oyer his lines
and found that the 1§gumganta had pushed forward thelr pickets past
the stipulated line, and whem he reported it he waa ondered to held
his brigade in readineas, On Janwary 3rd, King went fip see Geperal
Anderson, who told him thet General Otds wes werplied, He belleved
that the insurgents are "hent op rifing in town and attacking from
without," "They are wildly Q&gxtﬁd, he says, on rumers ebeut insurgent

leader Wlmﬂ Agmim,mq'g ;?pqg,;ﬂmm;;,gn of Indﬁpmdemm" wnﬁ Pmm‘-d@m o

of the Philippine representative Aasembly cabled Aguinalde te avert
hostilities by all means, but to publish his Epgg;gmgp;gg and explain
16,19 Alten maqting wlith Anderaon, wh@W@ plane fgyvﬂgfgngg and setion
‘Wara plapned, King's brigade was reinforeed by the Firgt Tdahe
regiment after neponts of shots being exshanged between Pilipines and
Anericans alerg the fronty and the reperved evaswation of Filipine
femilles fpom the area of tha qutpesta, | ‘

On Monday, Janusry 9th, Generel Anderson tojd King thet the
insurgents had salled a mnmbqgt towing canees full of trﬁppg which
landed gix companiea nean the U.S, defense lines, apd that Agwinalde
had lpsued & second Proglamatliem which meant war, King was opdered %o
tumm béqk all Filipinos who might try te pass through his lines, He
was told that ne immediate trouble was apticipated, but o send a
battalion to the hlackhouse at Paco Jugt‘in cese trouble develeped,

An alert wag called for dawn,

At dawn everything was quiet alowg the fromt, and King was
inrgrmad by General Andepaon that the evening qgnf@n@ngw had yeswlted
in a temperapy truce with the ipsurgent representatlves &Q&ng1bagk
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‘rlnsurgents would probably attack on January twelvth,: thlrteenth,

S or fourteenth and if so, it would be heaviest along his front becauae

2

to their headquarters for instructiona, King decided tofsend‘the v_ ff[ B
men to Paco that night as planned anyhow, The next day King was

informed of the probable breakdown of negotiations and that the‘

of its intricate network of trees, huts, and bridges across the divid-.f

ing stream,20

On Friday, January thlrteenth, Klng ‘went to sea Ganeral Andsrson f;’
and received stricter orders. One officer of each campanyfwas to sleop .
at the barracks. No Filipinos were to be allowad to come in after dark

bacross UeS. lines, with Filipinoa on the U.S. side to go home at nine

”i P.M¢ There was a marked dlfference in the manner of the Filipina natives.‘g

’"'They were now very sullen both coming and going. The insurgent officers T i'W
jeered and insulted U.S. officers and sentriea who were ordered to salute |
them, They considered U.S. submission to orders a fear of them. &ansions

~econtinued to build almost unbearably.21 On January 8ixteanth, Klng heard f

ﬁ”  from General Anderson that the rumored assault had been voted down bY a ‘r €

'ipf‘large ma jority among the insurgents,

Incidents began to occur along the front‘liﬁea~whiéh fﬁrthéf;? .
built tensions. First, a Filipino Captain was killed when he drew a
|  revolvér on & soldier, and this made the insurgenté’ugly; &heﬁ, on f  ;§:; "
February fourth, three Flllplno inaurgents occupled some huts across- i

from the U.S. lines and began to shoot in the American outposts. This ‘1f"'

‘caused King to order the huts to be burned, and in the insuing fight,‘;
- the three. Filipino's werse kllled. During the day on the fourth of |

/

. February, much burning of brush was reported, and 1ater could;he  f



(e

a mounted soldier dashed up to inform him that an iﬂsurgeht‘ottack'wasfi
- imminent and to have his brigade ready for éction.. As hia staff‘wasifol
| gathering, flrlng broke out along another part of the front, but his v
71 sector was quiet until 2:4,0 A.M., when firing broke out along his front.

e RS R

S

observed across the lines, and word came that 500 additional insﬁrgan£' fa'3
soldiers with rifles had arrived along the front. King received ordersf*f~f

to send more men to the same area, which he did. On the way to dinhe#v}fﬂff

By 3:00 A.M., firing was general all along the front. Across the Pasig :
River the Filipino's lay thick in the rice flelds, and in these and

"other flanking positions they poured a thick fire into Amerlcan positions.,f

It soon became apparent that the 1nsurgents were armed with the lateat

model Mauser and Remington rifles which were far superior in range and

. firepower‘ to the Springfields with which King's brigade was S‘I‘med--w”ﬁfh

The following morning, King took it upon himself to order about SOOQ~-l'

Krag-Jorgenson rifles (which were a#ailable in Manila for some ofotﬁo°f:ﬁ57;

regular units) to replace the Springfields»22~1n the insuing aotion;'iﬂ

~these rifles proved their worth beyond questione.

On Sunday afternoon, February fifth, King was heavily engaged,»

and was ordered to defend his position, not to attack as he had requested.,@

For several houra the situation was very trying.o Openings in ‘the lines
of the insurgents were found, and U.S. 1ines consolidated until they
were in position to counter-attacks. On one end of the line, it was

discovered that the insurgents were falling back and seeking‘shelterf

from Klng's artillery and rifle fire, but in the center and on theoV”

“other end they were giving King's men all they oould handle._ Casualtles

S

were very heavy on both sides, with officers and men of every oompany  ;,f:f
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i forward, To King it was welcome news,. and he hurried back to Paco.

y river, They waded right through the water and md and forced the fﬁb
insurgenta to fall back into the fields and thickete where they were

fuwheel the right wing into the insurgent posmtion in the village of

}"djSanta Ana, just across the Pasig, as soon asg it was well beyond the

taking both fatal and crippling wounds, : »
About 7:15 P,M, General Anderson came along and informed King7

Klng then ordered his companlee to attack straight ahead across theﬁf;*>7

met with heavy fire., Thle was just what King wanted, as he proposed to ;

- @ hot fire on the trenches, King took his men across the bridge without

losing a man, He sent word to have three companies form the advance

their trenches, This was‘the signal for a general advence'straight for,' -

the main Pilipino positions, and when the Pillpino offlcers began s

abandoning their men to their fates, King's men wheeled to thelr 1eft

and went crashing into Santa Ana rlght on the heels of the 1nsurgents,:o{f{f
- capturing many and killing a few in town.‘ Then the remaining insurgents

"’trapped between the U.S. lines and the Pasig began to be rounded up.‘r
 ‘"Like rats in a hole they fought for a whlle though many made a wild

break for the river and were shot or drowned 1n the sw1rling waters.ah f“f;?

»ffhat they were going to attack, but not tokcarry the attack too‘far”;fG:ﬁjf

S Though fired at as they went, “both King and his men reached Paco safely.vk;{

| ‘17iline of trenches and catch the Fillpinos in a trap.23 The advance began. ’

| ‘As goon as the right had advanced 40O yards, the center and left keeplng r

 line for the attack on the enemy toward Santa Ana. oKing'e men then‘7ffd‘

began to lay down a sharp cross-fire on the Filipinos betweendhim andfr,l



vd‘eGeneral of Volunteers, for "energy, bravery, and efficiency in battle.k~

- Two days later, rlding to the far front, General King recaived the,fﬁ

The engagement ended with 161 insurgents being buried on the field.
300 wounded and surrounded insurgents were taken prisoner, while
King's losaes were ten kllled and seventy-nine wounded._ Generals H
“King's behav1or during this engagement. was very aggressive and f"
fearless. He repeatedly exposed himself to enemy firee He personally ;:ii
led many of the charges whichdled to the finel roﬁt.' King was e;lfﬁ“ o
‘recommended for the Cengre331onal Medal of Honor for thls aetione

~ After the battle ended, King's men found vast quantitles of

. ammunltlon, provisions, 2000 bolos, plus many papers and records‘h,
~ which showed the full extent of the 1nsurgent plan to seize control of
the Philippines from the United States,. General Anderson wrote a 1etterf

to the Adjutant General of the Army recommending that King be- made Majorx

Once the Amerlcans gained the initiative, they did not lose it again 25 ﬁ‘ffv

surrender of Pasig and aome of the smaller towns at the foot of Manila o

Bay. , | | ’ o |

In March 1899, General King became very ill as a result ef a feverdjtil‘
"which caused his health to deteriorate to the pelnt where he was;;’;eg”

v  relieved of his command.2® He left the Phlllpplnes in late May 1899,,,;<;‘dh

and was discharged from the service on August 2, 1899, after hav1ng

served in the Philippines for a little more than five months.27

"'Klng's bravery made its mark on his part in the Insurrectlon,‘and his

 brigade went on to further distlnguish 1tse1f unt11 the: Insurrection‘id}:

,.flnally ended with the capture of Emllio Aguinaldo in 1901.i,jv'" -
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King returhed home to a herofs welcome; and efteriregainihg

’ his health in Milwaukee, he was app01nted Superintendent of the .
Mlchlgan Military Academy at Lansing, where he served for SGVQral fj iy
years. During these years King contlnued to be v1tally concerned .

k, with the contlnued development of the Unlted States Army.: He wasjb'J;

still very much concerned with the infantrymans weapons, ,After hev;“ }f3ff

" had witnessed the performance of the Mauser's and Remiﬁgﬁenfe ihweﬂjfj;f

 United States Army must have an infantry rifle superior to any other

" the hands of the Filipino insurgents, he was cdhvinced‘thetbthef;ﬁe

weapon in the world, Through letters written'to the War‘Departmeht; 

and articles in the Milwaukee Sentinel, Kihg eonducted a‘campeignv’:

‘which led to the appointment of a commission to atudy improvemenfsjf
in army weaponry.28 | St

In 1902, a contract was given to the Springfleld Armory, iﬁtlm}

Springfield, Massachusetts, to develop a new standard Army rlfle.
After extenaive teating of many types of rifles, a bolt action rifle
resulted, in 30,06 caliber, wmth a five-shot magazine utllizing tha
Mauser 1895 action. It was designated by the Armory the Sprlngfleld
model 1903.29 In the next few years these rifles completely raplaced ‘eel;
the older models of the Springfield still in use by the Army. It ”J';Pllv
also replaced the Krag-Jorgenson, when it became apparent that the new’r
rifle had greater accuracy, greater range and valooity, and a faster

rate of fire than Krags. .30 There were three separate models of the 1903

Sprinofleld, and when wOrld War I began to involve the United States"”

y Army, the standard issue was the Sprlngfield model 1903A3, which quicklyef°;
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ghowed its worth., American soldiers killed,Germans at ranges ofkmere L
than 800 yards with this rifle, and the enemy came te‘fear facing
© American units equipped with them.3l After the war, the 1903 Springfleld7§:

became the standard of excellence around the world, and until the

. development of the model M—l Garand just before World war II, remained
_the standard Army rifle of the United States Army. In the years from ‘
| before World War I until the late 1920'3, Charles King continued to ﬂg}fe\ 

write a daily record of his act1v1tles,'show1ng a. very actlve interest
; in the affairs of the army., In 1929, King. was appointed Major General
‘ vE 1n the Wisconsin National Guard (the highest then attainable rank).!f’“
k‘¥\Charles died peaoefully in his sleep on March 18 1933, having 1ivedk”

“a very full elghtyhnine years.




~evidence by itself of that fact., His service in the U, S;'leunfeers |

Y in the Phillppines, his recognitlon of the superlority of the Krags   ¥
ﬂ J”f  over the older Sprlngfields, his utillzatlon of them durlng the :

 :?Insurrect1on,'and his untlring efforts to improve army rifles through

'L  wr1t1ng campalgns w1th the resultlng model changes stand alane. Allff

‘!1show how untlrlng his devotion to his country. Although he peraonally

 5 ngade no direct improvements to army. rifles, his efforts to imprevaf?

g R s

King's accompllshments alone give him a lasting place in the i

o hlstory of the State of Wisconsin. His National Guard‘service 18 ;

1‘?if them stand as a 1ast1ng monument o General King..;g §;;i‘£°“
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