






ceived a d i r e c t  appointment t o  the 

West Point from President  brah ham 
Charles entered the Academy durin 

d not  pa r t i c ipa te  i n  t h e  war i t s e l f  s 

.n November 20, 1872, and they had four  childrem: Adelaide, Carolyn, 

Elinor, and Rufus. 

After  graduation from the  N i l i t a r y  Academy on June 18, 1866, 

Charles was comissioned Second Lieutenant, F i ~ s t  Ar t i l l e ry .  H e  
I 

served u n t i l  May 15, 1870, when as F i r s t  Lieutenant, he t ransfer red  

t o  the F i f t h  Cavalry, which took p a r t  i n  a long s e r i e s  of bloody, 

f r u s t r a t i n g  Indian wars i n  t h e  West. During tktese years Charles 
I 

developed the  h a b i t  of keeping a painstakingly de ta i l ed  diary,  which 

he kept the rea f t e r  every day of h i s  l i f e .  Charles developed a 
I 

wri t ing  s t y l e  which led  h i m  i n t o  a successful  career  a s  an author of 

romantic novels deal ing with a d y  l i f e  and contemporary American 

h is tory ,  Among h i s  books are: Famous and Decisive Bat t les ;  and the  
I 

novels : Between the Lines; The Colonel's Daughter, 1883; Mwion's Faith,  

3.885; Captain Blake, 1892; The General's Doublo, 1897; The I ron  Brigade, 

1902; A Conquering Corps Badge, 1905; Medal of Honor, and othere. 

Some of these novels we 





apta in  on May 1, 1879* 

I n  1874, Charles was 

he permanent rank of ~ a ~ t a i n . 3  

When Charles returned t o  Milwaukee, ha gave 

riting, and became an even more successful nove l i s t  an 

i th  some of his work being produced on the leg i t imate  sfage. 

I n  retirement,  King s t i l l  retained an ac t ive  i n t e r e s t  i n  t 

he observed the  importance of f i r s t - c l a s s  weapons, e spec ia l ly  r i f l e s  

M1my times the Indians had been equipped with superior weapons, 

especia l ly  Henry repeaters ,  and even the l a t e s t  model winchesters .4 

I t  was only superior  manpower which f i n a l l y  subdued the Indians. 

~:Lng became convinced t h a t  t o  improve the q u a l i t y  of t h e  U.S. A 

a b e t t e r  r i f l e  was neces 

cmds, Charles used the Milwaukee Sent ine l  (through his f a t h e r ) ,  a 

requent l e t t a r s  t o  the War Depa~tment i n  Washington t o  inqui re  f n t o  

he d i s t r e s s i n g  q u a l i t y  of army  rifle^.^ 
Captain King had o 

zwechloading model 1863 



opt 22-inch bar re l .  This weapon was a l s o  prone t o  jamming if F i r s  

e r  a prolonged period, 

I n  1882, King was named Lieutenant Colonel i n  the Wis&ansin 

IVational Guard, with which he was associated u n t i l  his death in 1933. 

f army weaponry. A t  various times, King was Adjutant General, 

the Universi ty  of Wisconsin i n  Madison, 

When the Spanish-American War began i n  1898, King w a s  jus 

his continuing i n t e r e s t  i n  army a f f a i r s ,  and through his National 

Gfuard capacity. He quickly volunteered h i s  serv ices  t o  the  nation. 

RIe had r e t i r e d  w i t h  t h e  permanent rank of Captain, and there was l i t t l e  

chance of returning t o  regular  service,  even though his old a- wound 

head completely healed leavfng h i m  f u l l  use 09 his facu l t i e s .  I n  3.898 

he was nominated as  Brigadier General of U.S,  Volunteers because of his 

long and valued service with the Wisconsin National Guard. Wisconsin 

Senator William Lanier pushed h i s  nomination and K i n g  was cmfiraned 

- the Senate as Brigadier General of U,S, Volunteers on 

Before he had a chance t o  ge t  i n t o  ac t ive  serv ice  



of the Second Brigade, Eighth U.S. Volunt 

sk  became one of t r a in ing  raw r e c r u i t s  t o  become sold iers .  

During the intervening years, (1879-1898) some advances t 

place i n  army weaponry, including improvements i n  s lug  weight (.58 t o  

.SO ca l ibe r ) .  However, i t s  previously noted l imi ta t ions  l ed  during 

the 1880's t o  the  testing of more modern designs including bol t -act  

pons. i n  1892, a f t e r  a s e r i e s  of t e s t s  of magazine arms adapted t o  

. Krag-Jorgenson model 1892/99 ca l ibe r  .30* rifl 

five-shot repeater  w i t h  a  Mauser b o l t  a e t i  

When General King joined h i s  o u t f i t ,  some r 

e equipped with Krag-Jorgensont s, but a l l  of t 

which had been mobilized were s t i l l  equipped w i t h  

gust 12, 1898, King s t ressed  

ross  ha i r sw s ight ing  technique 



58 c a l i b e r  s lug 

nd a lack  of accuracy beyond r e l a t i v e l y  shor t  range bec 

over a prolonged period. 

I n  1882, King was named Lieutenant Colonel i n  the  W 

Natfonal Guard, with which he was associated u n t i l  his death fn 

.is associat ion gave hfm addi t ional  opportuni t ies  t o  press the i ssue  

f army weaponry, A t  various times, King was Adjutan% General, 

When the Spanish-American War began i n  1898, King w a s  Jus t  

coapleting his term as  Adjutant General a t  the University of Wisooaain 

He had kept current  on the l a t e s t  trends within the regular  army because 

of his continuing i n t e r e s t  i n  army a f fa i r s ,  and through his National 

Guard capacity. He quickly volunteered h i s  serv ices  t o  the  nation. 

Re had r e t i r e d  w i t h  the permanent rank of Captain, and there was l i t t l e  

chance of re turning t o  regular  service,  even though his old amng wound 

hati completely healed leaving h i m  f u l l  use of' his f a c u l t i e s ,  I n  1898, 

he was nominated as  Brigadier General of U , S .  Volunteers because of h i  

long and valued service w i t h  the  Wisconsfn National Guard. Wisconsin 

Senator W i l l i a m  Lanier pushed h i s  nomination and K h g  was confirmed by - 

he Senates a s  Brigadeer General of U.S. Volunteers on May 28, 

f o r e  he had a 



r American Broops, K 

en King arr ived i n  Ca 

of the Second Brigade 

In army weaponry, including improvements i 

50 ca l ibe r ) .  However, i t s  previously noted 11 

ding bolt-act ion 

. Krag-Jorgenson model 1892/99 ca l ibe r  -30 

s a five-shot repeater  w i t h  a Mauser b o l t  a 

When General King joined his o u t f i t ,  some r 

r e  equipped w i t h  Krag-Jorgensoa~s, but a l l  of t 

During the t r a in ing  period i n  Cal i fornia  from Jun 



1 might put you i n  command of t h i s  d i s t r i c t e n  APlt this time, Hawaii had 

just been annexed by the  United Sta tes  (which i n  King's opinion moat of 

the natives d i d  not want) f o r  protection of American pr iper ty  i n t e r e s t s e l0  

Genera1Merrfa.m told King he would have about 3,000 men under his 

omand. The following day General Memiam showed King a &aft of the  

order establishing the Mili tary D i s t r i c t  of Hawaii w i t h  King 5x1 cornand, 

King was disappointed, but f e l t  the assignment only temporary, and tha t  

he would be ordered on t o  Manila qui te  soon. Kingfs major concern was 

t:he poor physical. condition of the  camp s i t e  and he entered i n t o  his ne 

duties with some anxi6tg.l' A t  t h i s  time, Hawaii's major importance lay  

i n  i t s  location on the  Pacific shipping lanes as a coaling s ta t ion,  and 

slhips and men from many nations made i t  a por t  of ca l l .  Th is  added t o  

inzgf s problems, since many of s a i l o r s  d i d  not get  along well w i  

Ihe soldiers  stationed 



ere numerous altercations which had 

1 Kingc s office.12 It seems that the 

demic of d i a r  

raught the diarrhea to 

rouble in town erupte 

th cavalry. The police we 





ed by the insurgents and U.S. troops. Gene 

cinder blocks and re 

nd day. The insup 

line which were 

ay a row developed ov 

neralta Anderson and 

King then went f orw 

him that his officers ha 

they returned both the ins 
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servatives were replaced 
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nformed of the probable breakdown of nego t i a t i  

nth, and i f  so9 i t  would be heaviest  a10 

day, January th i r teenth ,  King went t o  see G 

ved s t r i c t e r  orders. One o f f i c e r  of each camp 

o F%lipinos were t o  be allowed t o  co 

s a m ~ k e d  difference i n  the manner *of th 

very su l l en  both uoming and going. 

nsidered U.S. subwi s a i o  

ge ma jorf t y  among the insurgents. 

Incidents  began t o  occur along the fr 

sions. F i r s t ,  a F i l i p i n o  Captain was k i l l e  

rth, three F i l i p i n o  insurgents occupied som 

rom the u.$. " l ines  and began t o  shoot 

auaed King t o  order  the huts  t o  be bu 

e Fi l ip ino ' s  were k i l l ed ,  bi 



inent  and t o  have h i s  brigade ready f o r  ac 

or was qu ie t  u n t i l  2:40 A,M., when firi 

3:00 A.M., f i r i n g  was general  a l l  along t 

e r  the F i l i p l n o f s  l a y  thiok i n  the 

e r  f lanking posi t ions they pour 

a ordared t o  defend his posi t ion,  not  

For several  hours the s i t u a t i o n  was very tr 

posf t ion t o  counter-attack. On one end o 



a t a l  and cr ippl ing wounds. 

aa they went, both King 
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an. He s e n t  word t o  have three 

ndoning t h e i r  men t o  t h e i r  f a t e s ,  King's men 

and went crashtng in$o Santa Ana r i g h t  on the  

S. lines and the Pa 
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