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The essay Lord Bacon (1837). by Lord Macaulay, is 

an excellent source for ideas which Macaulay and early 

middle class Victorians considered important. The Victorian 

Age, also called the Age of Faith, the Age of Reform, 

and the Age of the Industrial Revolution, was similar to 

the Renaissance decades of England in being a time of 

great literature, world trade expansion, political change 

and social mobility. 

In Macaulayts essay the Whig Liberal view of 

government is clearly defined: the mistrust of monarchy, 

the need for checks and balances in government, the importance 

of Parliament, the need for adherence to law, the value 

of middle class participation in business and government, 

and individual responsibility. The creed of Evangelicism, 

providing much of the framework of the essay, is apparent 

in the subjects discussed: the Ref ormation, Anti-Popery, 

the Sible, sermons, repentance, family influence, death, 

and most important, moral righteousness. The idea of 

progress, at its peak in the early nineteenth century, and 

the idea of utility which paralleled scientific 

development, are used by Macaulay to illustrate Baconts 

genius. Also discussed are modern language translations 

and their value in relation to the classics. 



It i s  curious t o  observe how some men a r e  
applauded and o t h e r s  r e v i l e d  f o r  merely being what 
a l l  t h e i r  neighbors are--for  merely going pass ive ly  
down the  stream of events ,  f o r  merely r ep resen t ing  
the  opinions and passions of the  whole generat ion.  1 

There i s  a touch of pathos i n  t h e  above observat ion 

by Thomas Babington Macaulay ff. one c o t ~ s k d e ~ g  tha t '  he has 

o f t e n  been c a l l e d  nspokesrnan of h i s  age.N Curiously,  

some of h i s  contemporaries be l ieved tha t  he d i d  not  grow 

with h i s  time a f t e r  1832. Born i n  1800 and w r i t i n g  h i s  

essays  from 1824 t o  1840, he presented i n  these  c r i t i c a l  

essays  a comprehensive p i c t u r e  of the  cl imate of thought 

i n  the  e a r l y  n ine teenth  century i n  England. Macaulay, 

ra r i t ina  i n  the  K n i ~ h t s t  Q u a r t e r l g  i n  1824 and t h e  

For tn igh t ly  Review t h e  subsequent years ,  used the  c r i t i c a l  --- 
essays  t o  inform and add t o  t h e  knowledge of the  emerging 

middle c l a s s .  I t  has been s a i d  t h a t  Macaulay had a p lace  

with t h e  Bible  and Shakespeare as t h e  f a v o r i t e  reading 

during h i s  l i f e t i m e .  The i d e a s  which h i s  r eaders  and he 

found i n t e r e s t i n g  and t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  towards them form the  

warp of t h e  t a p e s t r y  of thought f o r  t h e  e a r l y  n ine teenth  

century. 

Nacaulay w a s  t h e  son of Zachary Macaulay, one of 

I L.ord Placaulay , ---- Mirabean i n  C r i t i c a l  as ,Bigtori  cal, 
Essays ( ~ o s t o n ,  1 9 2 j ) ,  11, 102. 



t he  Clapham Sec t  working for the a b o l i t i o n  of slavery, and 

from h i s  e a r l y  family l i f e  w a s  imbued with the  s t rong  

convict ions of Evangelism which s t r e s s  s t r i c t  morals and 

a sense of family duty.  Leavening t h i s  somber r e l i g i o u s  

s p i r i t  w a s  a l i f e - l o n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  Romantic novels which 

were i n  f u l l  f lower a t  the  t u r n  of the  n ine teenth  century,  

S i r  Walter S c o t t  and Jane Husten being h i s  f a v o r i t e  

nove l i s t s .  ,kt Cambridge Universi ty  he became an admirer 

of Jeremy Bentham's work i n  p o l i t i c a l  economy, but r e j e c t e d  

the  U t i l i t a r i a n  philosophy which would l a t e r  he ca l l ed  

Senthamism. 3 u r i n s  t h i s  per iod he became a devoted 'dhia 

and, as a member of Parliament,  would he lp  pass the  qeform 

Gill of 1832 and work f o r  o the r  reforms by l e ~ i s l a t i o n .  

Fused. with these  in f luences  was the  p reva i l ing  i d e a  

of progress.  Kacauhy w a s  s ~ e a k i n a  f o r  h i s  r eader s  when 

he s a i d  i n  h i s  ~stttol,ryY _o_f S,n&l_a-nd" - f r o p  -- Jap_e-s t h a t  t he  

las t  one hundred and s i x t y  years  had been a time of phys ica l ,  

moral, and i n t e l l e c t u a l  improvement. Ee s a w  the  Znglish 

blood1 e s s  revol l l t ion of 1688 as the  working of the  genius 

of England. The cl imate of thought i n  the  e a r l y  n ine teenth  

century w a s  o p t i m i s t i c  with l i t t l e  understanding of the  

problems which the  next  decades would b r ing  as a r e s u l t  'of 

the  Indu.s t r i a l  Revolution. 

The importance of the  Tvanffel ical  inf luence  on 

n ine teenth  century thought w a s  summed un by C. P. Younn 



i n  , h i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  book, Li~t-o_r_i-an F n ~ l a z d :  p$-mtzEait o_f 

The T v a n ~ e l i c a l s  qave t o  the  i s l a n d  a creed which w a s  
a t  once the  basis of i t s  mora l i ty  and the  J u s t i f i c a t i o n  
of i t s  wealth and power, and with t h e  creed,  t h a t  
sense of being an Z l e c t  Feople, which s e t  to a more 
b l a t a n t  tune,  became a p r i n c i p a l  element i n  Late 
Vic tor ian21m~er ia l i sm.  By about 1830 t h e i r  work 
w a s  done. 

The I t s t i f fness  and p rec i s ion  of t h e  Clapham Secttl 

w a s  r e t a i n e d  by kacaulay,  s a i d  John Korley i n  a c r i t i c a l  

essay on him i n  1 8 7 6 . ~  Xe bel ieved t h a t  l acau lay  d i d  l i t t l e  

t o  he lp  men f a c e  the  problems of the  near fu tu re .  "It 

i s  one of the  f i r s t  t h ings  t o  be s a i d  about Macaulag, 

t h a t  he w a s  i n  exact  accord with the  common, average 

sentiment of h i s  day on every s u b j e c t  on which he spoke.tr 4 

Other contemporaries made similar c r i t i c a l  

eva lua t ions  of Nacaulay s popular t tg .  ?dalter Ragehot i n  

a review of Kacaulayts The I _- Histor_y: _- _ ___-  of ___ Entland --_ _. _____._- from __-___ James ___- I1 

s a i d  t h a t  he e a r l y  a t t a i n e d  a high development i n  h i s  

w r i t i n g  bu t  remained t h e  man of 32 years  i n  s p i r i t ,  5 

2 ~ .  Young, w o z i g p  ?-n~-&ap.. (London, 1944) '  
D.r 4, 

3 ~ o h n  l o r l e y ,  C r i t i o a l  ~-sSc,eel~~~iie_s (London, 1913) ,  
I, 271. 

 alter Banehot, .- L i t e r a r y  - --.---. Studies  (New York, 1856). 
11, 198, 



J u s t i n  FcCarthy, i n  & g_lI.tto_r~ of @UIX Ti-rng ( I @ ? ) ,  c r i t i c a l  

of Facau layfs  s tand  on t h e  Opium :Jar i n  China, placed him 

as the  most popular w r i t e r  of h i s  time. nThe admirer of 

Vacaulay had all t he  comfort i n  h i s  s t u d i e s  t h a t  a vo ta ry  

of the  2ornan Cathol ic  Church may have. H e  had an  i n f a l l i b l e  

puide.... Macaulay w a s  dogmatic; he w a s  f u l l  of pre judice ;  

he w a s  i n  a l l  r e s u e c t s  a b e t t e r  advocate than  judne.. . 
bu t  he w a s  no t  superficial . t16 Also, he w a s  t f inc l ined  t o  

t r e a t  ignorance as i f  i t  were a crime.l17 

During the  n ine teenth  century the re  w a s  an  increased 

i n t e r e s t  i n  Francis  Sacon, whose w r i t i n g s  had been r e l a t i v e l y  

neplected except by the  Royal Society.  Macaulay admired 

these  w r i t i n g s  and quoted Bacon i n  many of h i s  own works. 

Macaulay s z e s t  i n  w r i t i n g  Lord ---- Sacon - i s  evident  i n  a 

l e t t e r  he wrote i n  1836 from I n d i a ,  where he was a member 

of the Supreme Council,  t o  Eacveg Napier, e d i t o r  of the  

F o r t n i a h t l y  . - - ._ _+ _=( _ . %eview. Having read BaconIs works c a r e f u l l y ,  

he f e l t  wel l  q u a l i f i e d  t o  w r i t e  about him, adding t h a t  

nine- tenths  of the ,peop le  who discussed 3acon had not  

read h i s  work. Be enjoyed w r i t i n g  t h e  essay s o  much t h a t  

he f e l t  overpaid.8 Lord J e f f r e y ,  former e d i t o r  of --. Fort-  --- 

h 
J u s t i n  RcCarthy, A Hissp_ry 0-f. purr T_ime_s (Boston, 1-89?). 

1 x , e 7 2 ,  . 

'sir George Gt tobar t  Trevelyan, The - -  Life  - and - -  L e t t e r s  - - - . - - . *  

of --. 1,ord - ivtacaulay -- -- -- - (L.ond.on, 1961) , I ,  6 ~ 7 5 - " -  



n i g h t l y  --- Seview, ----- considered t h i s  essay t h e  f i n e s t  one w r i t t e n  

by Macaulay, g iv ing  i t  hiqh ~ r a i s e . ~  Two essays  on t h i s ,  

period of h i s t o r y  had been w r i t t e n  previously by Macaulay, 

Memori-+xs of i-Bmxdo-n (1831) and Burleigh and H i s  Times -- --- -"- - - - - . - - - -  -- . -"- - -  
(18321 and severa l  had been based on mate r i a l  from the  

century fol lowinp the  El izabethan A R ~ .  

Analyzing the  view t h a t  Nacaulay had of Francis  

Bacon r e v e a l s  a wealth of i d e a s  prevalent  i n  the  cl imate 

of thought i n  the  f irst  t h i r d  of t h e  n ine teenth  century i n  

England. Comparing some of Macaulayls i d e a s  with those 

held about Bacon i n  t h e  twent ie th  century may he lp  t o  

de f ine  chanqes of thought. There i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  considering 

Kacaulagts view i n  the  l i g h t  of the  s i m i l a r i t y  between 

t h e  Vic to r i an  and El izabethan Ages. Bacon published h i s  

works a t  the  c lose  of h i s  per iod and Kacaulay wrote a t  

t h e  beginning of the  Vic to r i an  period. G. M .  Young compares 

these  two per iods :  

I n  t h e i r  exuberance and f a c i l i t y ,  the  e a r l i e r  
Vic to r i ans  with t h e i r  f lowing and scented h a i r ,  
gleaming jewelry and resplendent  wais tcoats  were 
nea re r  t o  t h e  l a t e r  Elizabethans.  They were 
not  ashamed; and l i k e  the  El izabethans,  t h e i r  
sense of the  worthwhileness of everything-. 
themselves, t h e i r  age,  and t h e i r  country : what 
the Evangel icals  c a l l e d  ser iousness ;  t h e  
Arnoldians, earnes tness ;  Bagehot, most happi ly,  
eagerness--overf lowed i n  sentirnenf.,and i n v e c t i v e ,  
loud l augh te r  and sudden reproof .  



Macaulayls essay,  Lor_d Bacon, w a s  a c r i t i c a l  review 

of a s i x t e e n  volume work on Bacon's wr i t ings  and biography, 

w r i t t e n  by B a s i l  IvIontagu. Wacaulay based h i s  c r i t i c i s m  on 

Montagu's weaknesses i n  not  being ob jec t ive  about  Sacon's 

moral charac ter .  The assumption, t h a t  geniuses  whose 

works d e l i g h t  contemporaries and f u t u r e  genera t ions  a r e  

men of good moral cha rac te r ,  could not  be t o l e r a t e d .  

Macaulay s a w  t h a t  such men as Bacon provide a guide t o  

t r u t h  and as f r i e n d s  never d isappoin t  us. llVith t h e  

dead t h e r e  i s  no riva1ry.n But Bacon himself ,  as 

recommended i n  t h e  Novum Organum, -- would no t  approve of 

i n f e r r i n g  moral cha rac te r  merely from the  con t r ibu t ions  

of a man. Nacaulay (wi th  Evangel ical  z e a l )  had undertaken 

the  t a s k  of c o r r e c t i n g  Kontagu's assumption. Examples of 

geniuses  whose cha rac te r s  should be given t h e  same moral 

s c r u t i n y  a r e  ci ted--Salust ,  plundering the  Numidians; 

Shakespeare cudgel l ing the  gamekeepers; F ie ld ing ,  b i l k i n g  

h i s  l a n d l a d i e s ;  and Cicero, r'whose very soul  w a s  under the  

dominion of a q i r l i s h  v a n i t y  and a craven f e a r . "  (Lord B,a,ccn, 

p. 361). I n  c o r r e c t l y  a s sess ing  Bacon's cha rac te r  Macaulay 

s a i d  t h a t  he would use Montapufs biography as a source. 

Francis  Bacon's f a t h e r  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  ob jec t  of 

Macaul-ayl s sc ru t iny .  Xsme Wingf i e l d - S t r a t f  ord i n  -- Those 

3 a r n e s t  -- -- --.- . TJictorians -- . -- -- described the  p lace  of the  f a t h e r  i n  
* 

- - - -  -- -- < --- 

I1ascaulay, gsajs. 359. . 



t he  Evangel ical  household when he quoted from a famous 

book of the  t ime, F a i r c h i l d  Eazmtalp (1818). "1 ( t h e  

f a t h e r )  s tand i n  the  p lace  of God t o  you w h i l s t  you a r e  

a chi ld .  Winf i e l d - S t r a t f  osd saicl, none can understand 

the  atmosphere i n  which the  f u t u r e  Vic to r i ans  grew up, 

when we r e a l i z e  t h a t  f o r  s o  many of them dur ing  t h e i r  most 

impressionable years ,  the  Lord w a s  above, and papa, i f  

not  l i s t e n i n g  a t  t h e  door ,  somewhere below, and lower 

s t i l l ,  a not  improbable Hell . t t  12 

Eacaulay descr ibed S i r  Nicholas Bacon, f a t h e r  of 

F ranc i s ,  as one of a new spec ies  of statesmen who could 

be descr ibed with the  h ighes t  p ra i se .  They had replaced 

the  guidance of warr ior  and p r i e s t  i n  government, br inging  

t o  pub l i c  a f f a i r s ,  not  men of g r e a t  wealth with i n h e r i t e d  

t i t l e s ,  bu t  educated gentlemen, a l l  members of the  same 

u n i v e r s i t y ,  Cambridge. "These men were a l l  born !?eformers.... 

t h e r e f o r e ,  one and a l l ,  P ro tes t an t s .  They spoke with the  

eloquence of men who had l i v e d  with the  f i r s t  t r a n s l a t o r s  

of the  Bible and with the  au thors  of the  book of Common 

Prayer," (Lord ----- ---- Sacon, p. 366). They had the  confidence of 

the  cour t  and of the  mult i tude because they d id  not  a s p i r e  

t o  g r e a t  wealth o r  t o  t i t l e s .  The motto which S i r  Nicholas 

Bacon had over the  entrance of h i s  home a t  Gorhambury 

12-, 5sme Wingfield-Stratford,  T-hzs-e- $"-,r,n-s-t )rl_ctp_J1a8n_s* 
(new York, 1930) ,  PD. 72-75. 



explained t h e i r  success  i n  pub l i c  o f f i c e :  VNediocria 

firma.lt I n  t h e i r  p r i v a t e  l i v e s  " t h e i r  morals were without 

s t a i n .  Their  households were sober and wel l  governed.(' 

(Lo*@ 99aac_9;, p. 368). "sir Nicholas w a s  Keeper of the  

g r e a t  Sea l  f o r  twenty years  under Queen El izabeth .  

Lady Anne Bacon, mother of Francis ,  was from a 

family of eminent scho la r s ,  her  f a t h e r  being 3 i r  Anthony 

Cooke. P r o f i c i e n t  i n  Greek, Lat in ,  and theology, she 

had t r a n s l a t e d  sermons on f a t e  and f r e e  w i l l  and corresponded 

i n  Greek w i t h  3ishop Jewel. Eowever, Macaulay reminded 

h i s  r eaders ,  l a d i e s  of the  n ine teenth  century can be b e t t e r  

educated because of the  wealth of l i t e r a t u r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  

modern language. 3hakespeare and 3en Jonson could be 

read ins tead  of t h e  Greek drama and, s ince  most of t h e  

anc ien t  l i t e r a t u r e  had been t r a n s l a t e d ,  these  books and 

e x c e l l e n t  r e c e n t  ones were ava i l ab le .  I t  w a s  a m i s -  

apprehension t o  be l i eve  t h a t  L a t i n  and Greek were e s s e n t i a l  

f o r  a good educat ion i n  the  n ine teenth  century o r  t o  th ink  

t h a t  s i x t e e n t h  century women were more accomplished. 

&?rancis Sacon, the  younger son of these  paragons of 

v i r t u e  and l ea rn ing ,  w a s  born i n  1561. Del ica te  i n  

h e a l t h ,  he beean e a r l y  t o  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  specu la t ive  

pursu i t s .  Queen Zl izabeth  w a s  amused a t  h i s  "gravi ty  

and w i t "  and c a l l e d  him her  young Lord Seeper. ' h e n  

he entered  Cambridge College a t  the  age of t*eIve; , the  



L master,  Whitgif t ,  despicable  i n  h i s  persecut ions  of 

C a l v i n i s t s  who d i d  not  adhere t o  the  doc t r ine  of %eprobation, 

could be praised-  f o r  saving T r i n i t y  College from becoming 

a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  -destminster School, " the  degrading f a t e  

of King's College and N e w  CollegeJf (LOT-d Hac_o-~, p,  373). 

Bacon's th ree  years  a t  Cambridge were u s e f u l  i n  formina the  

c r i t i c i s m  of A r i s t o t e l i a n  educat ion,  which f a c t o r  would 

under l i e  h i s  l a t e r  accomplishments. 

Macaulay denounces both Queen El izabeth  and Lord 

33urleigh (Robert C e c i l ) ,  t he  Prime Minis te r  of t h e  queen, 

f o r  not  a i d i n g  Bacon, a f t e r  t h e  death of h i s  f a t h e r  i n  

1580, by g iv ing  him support  o r  a p o s i t i o n  i n  government. 

That Burleigh, %ncle of Bacon, could only have been 

jealous of h i s  t a l e n t s  i n  comparison t o  those of h i s  

own son w a s  t h e  content ion  of Macaulay. Both the  Ceci l s  

and S i r  Zdward Coke spread the  opinion t h a t  Bacon w a s  

s u p e r f i c i a l  i n  h i s  knowledge of l a w .  ffNo r e p o r t s  a r e  

more r e a d i l y  be l i evab le  than  those which disparage genius 

and soothe the  envy of conscious mediocrity.* (LOZ-d Ea-0-qn, 

P* 376) 

23acon, having gained a s e a t  i n  Parliament and a 

p o s i t i o n  i n  government, would not  be success fu l  as h i s  

f a t h e r  had been i n  s a t i s f y i n g  both t h e  cour t  and the  

mult i tude,  H i s  d e c i s i o n  w a s  t o  appease the  Queen; theref  o re ,  

i n  order  t o  he lp  h i s  own cause he became good f r i e n d s  with 

he r  f a v o r i t e ,  t he  E a r l  of Essex. Nacaulay pointed out  



t h a t  El izabeth ' s  court  w a s  i n  a s t a t e  of balance by using 

two f ac t ions  i n  her government. Later h i s to r i ans  would 

be of the opinion t h a t  t h i s  balance made I t  necessary f o r  

her t o  keep Bacon from any c r i t i c a l  o f f ice .  Macaulay 

sa id  t h a t  the s t ruggle  of these f ac t ions  f o r  power was 

not based on important public  questions but r a t h e r  on a 

des i r e  f o r  power and patronage. "That impetuous and 

appall ing rush with which the  human i n t e l l e c t  had moved 

forward i n  the  career  of t r u t h  and l i b e r t y ,  during the 

f i f t y  years which followed the separat ion of Luther from 

the communion of the Church of Iitome, was now over.tr 

(Lo,r-d_ ??c_qq, p. 380). Re thought t h a t  one of the  most 

i n t e r e s t i nq  problems i n  h i s to ry  might be t o  inves t iga te  

the reason there  w a s  no l a t e r  great  Protes tant  s t ruggle  

a f t e r  the Reformation, The boundaries between 

Protestantism and Popery were defined by him by country, 

and he explained t h a t  they'were r e l a t i v e l y  unchanged 

from the  s ix teenth  t o  the  nineteenth century, 

Bacon's prosecution of Essex a f t e r  h i s  close 

f r iendship  w i t h  him w a s  c l ea r ly  unforgivable t o  Macaulay. 

Nontagu had considered 3acon's ac t i on  i n  the a f f a i r  

admirable because, he sa id ,  Bacon w a s  only i n t e r e s t ed  i n  

doing good t o  mankind and was more obligated t o  the  

Queen than t o  Essex. Macaulay's r e b u t t a l  of t h i s  idea 

i s  long and sp i r i t ed .  Bacon not only made a professional  

  rose cut ion of Essex but he used h i s  t a l e n t s  and knowledge 



I L  t o  compare him with famous t r a i t o r s  i n  h i s t o r y .  Is i t  

" r i g h t  t h a t  a man should,  with a wig on h i s  head, and a I band around h i s  neck, d.o f o r  a guinea what, without 

I 
those appendages, he would th ink  it wicked and infamous 

I 
I t o  do f o r  a n  empiref' (Lord Bacon, pp. 392-393). Man w a s  
I --- --.--- 

answerable t o  h i s  own conscience. 

t1Eis f a u l t s  were--we w r l t e  it with pain--coldness 

of h e a r t  and. meanness of s p i r i t "  (LorA g~czq,  p.  396). 

There i s  sorrow i n  Macaulayfs words as he g ives  Sacon 
I 
I c r e d i t  f o r  good q u a l i t i e s ,  but  permeating h i s  essay i s  
I 

t he  judgment t h a t  -con w a s  a corrupt  man. The last  words 
I 

of the  essay a r e  so  much g lory  and so  much shamelf 

(Lord ---.-. Sacon, ----. p. 497) .  The son of Zachary Nacaulay, one 

who bel ieved t h a t  the  f i r s t  business  of l i f e  w a s  

personal  s a l v a t i o n ,  s a w  Bacon as a man r i c h  i n  God-given 

t a l e n t s ,  f o s t u n a t e  i n  being t h e  son o f a n e x c e l l e n t  

P r o t e s t a n t  h e r i t a g e ,  d i s rega rd ing  h i s  f i r s t  duty t o  God 

and the  s p i r i t  of h i s  f a m i l y ' s  motto, "Mediocria f i rmaen 

Later  w r i t e r s  would view Ejacon i n  the  l i g h t  of d i f f e r e n t  

circumstances but  Wacaulay w a s  speaking f o r  h i s  

c o n t e m ~ o r a r i e s .  

The d e s i r e  f o r  ma te r i a l  th ings  w a s  Bacon's weakness, 

accordinq t o  Nacaulay, and l e d  t o  f u r t h e r  infamous a c t s .  

Af te r  James became king,  Bacon sought h i s  f a v o r ,  w r i t i n g  

a l e t t e r  t o  the  E a r l  of Devon t o  excuse h i s  conduct t o  



Essex, whom James had favored. High honors i n  government 

were piven Bacon by James, bu t  as Attorney-General he had 

conferred with judges before whom he would t r y  cases  and 

used the  rack  t o  t o r t u r e  a pr i soner .  Montagu had condoned 

these  a c t s  as be in8  usual  f o r  the  time but  Macaulay s a i d  

they were not  then  lawful. Baconts a b i l i t y  and power i n  

government made the  a c t s  even more heinous. Even S i r  

Edward Coke, f o r  whoa Macaulay had few kind words, would 

not  have ac ted  i n  t h i s  manner. 

Macaulay s a i d  t h e r e  were two Racons, t h e  philosopher 

seeking f o r  t r u t h  and the  Attorney-General seeking f o r  

Seals .  The f i r s t  one w a s  admirable and t h e  second 

contemptible. I n t e g r i t y  and honor had been s a c r i f i c e d  

f o r  3aconfs  ambition. The f i n a l  crime of Bacon w a s  i n  t h e  

tak ing  of b r i b e s  connected with p a t e n t s  of monopoly. 

Buckingham, James' f a v o r i t e ,  w a s  a l s o  involved and 

Hacaulay, s e e i n ~ ~ t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of mature ind iv idua l s  

t o  youth, saw Suckinpham as l e s s  g u i l t y  because he w a s  

young and without t h e  educat ion and experience of Bacon, 

who was near ly  s i x t y  years  old.  "The a u s t e r e  Pur i t an  

p a t r i o t  might, i n  h i s  r e t r e a t ,  g r ieve  t h a t  one on whom 

God had bestowed without measure a l l  the  a b i l i t i e s  which 

q u a l i f y  men t o  take t h e  l e a d  i n  g r e a t  reforms should be 

found among the  adherents  of t h e  worst  abuses.1' ( ~ . o r d  - ....- - 

Fgc_o_n, P. 417). 



Baconts'good q u a l i t i e s  only emphasized by c o n t r a s t  

t h e  co r rup t  na ture  of h i s  morals. He w a s  no t  t y r a n n i c a l ,  

i n s o l e n t ,  o r  l i c e n t i o u s  i n  h i s  hab i t s .  He w a s  good-humored, 

a f f a b l e  and pat ient--a  d e l i g h t f u l  companion. Ben Jonsont s 

p r a i s e  of 3acon t s  e x c e l l e n t  command of language i s  quoted. 

There i s  a s i n c e r e  at tempt  by Nacaulay t o  give Bacon a l l  

the  c r e d i t  f o r  good which i s  due t o  him. He compares the  

view of 3acon by h i s  contemporaries with one which 

Clarendon had w r i t t e n  about Waller, who, because he l e f t  

no accomplishments t o  p o s t e r i t y ,  had not  been t r e a t e d  as 

l e n i e n t l y  by t h e  passaqe of time. Macaulay contended t h a t  

t h e  whole t r u t h  must be known and t h a t  3acon t s  l ack  of 

warmth of a f f e c t i o n  and sentiment must be made c l e a r  

(sent iment  a b a s i c  v i r t u e  i n  Macaulayts t ime) .  

Nonarchy, about which Pacaulay evinces m i s t r u s t ,  

w a s  given a similar s c r u t i n y  concerned with moral 

behavior. Queen El izabeth  had n o t  supported Sacon 

af t e s  h i s  f a t h e r  t s death although " h i s  h e r e d i t a r y  claims 

on the  admin i s t r a t ion  were g r e a t w  (Lord -@-ccn, p. 374). 

Baconts a t tempt  a t  pa t r io t i sm on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  people 

had been squelched by t h e  queen, who resented  the  out- 

break of pub l i c  s p i r i t  which "breathed a l l  t h e  s p i r i t  of 

the  Lonp Par1iament.n Bacon wrote a l e t t e r  of a b j e c t  

apology which w a s  as unmanly as any of Cicero ts  during h i s  

banishment (Lord Bacon, p.  378). During the  Essex a f f a i r  



Sacon attempted t o  mediate between the  queen and Essex 

but  Z l i zabe th  w a s  implacable. Montagu had s a i d  Bacon w a s  

under o b l i q a t i o n  t o  the  queen, but  Kacaulay r e f u t e d  t h i s  

view with i rony.  

Selng the  son of he r  o l d e s t  and most f a i t h f u l  
m i n i s t e r ,  being himself t h e  a b l e s t  and most 
accomplished young man of h i s  t ime, he had 
been condemned by he r  t o  drudgery, t o  
obscur i ty ,  t o  poverty. She had deprec ia ted  
h i s  acquirements. She had checked him i n  the  
most imperious manner, when i n  Parliament he 
ventured t o  a c t  an independent p a r t .  She 
had refused  t o  him the  p ro fess iona l  advancement 
t o  which he had a j u s t  claim. To her  i t  w a s  
owing t h a t ,  while younger men, not  super io r  
t o  him i n  e x t r a c t i o n ,  and f a r  i n f e r i o r  t o  
him i n  every kind of personal  mer i t ,  were 
f i l l i n p  the  h ighes t  o f f i c e s  of the  s t a t e ,  
adding manor t o  manor, r e a r i n g  palace a f t e r  
pa lace ,  he w a s  l y i n g  i n  a sponging house 
?or  a deb t  of t h r e e  hundred pounds. (Lox? 
Bacon, D. 391). ---- 

aueen El izabeth  su f fe red  f o r  her  s i n s  a t  the  end 

of her  l i f e .  Wany th ink  h e r  melancholy i n  he r  old age 

was based on r e p r e t  about Essex, bu t  Nacaulay thought 

t h a t  the  c o u r t i e r s  who surrounded h e r  had no a f f e c t i o n  

f o r  he r  and, having ceased t o  f e a r  he r ,  were more i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  t h e i r  i n t r i g u e s  i n  Scotland and t h e i r  own i n t e r e s t s  

than  i n  serv ing  her .  So she d ied  " s i ck  and weary of the  

world.,l~f, an  i n t e r e s t i n g  thought about death and a f t e r -  

l i f e  t o  Macaulayfs readers .  

Macaulay had two views of King James as he d i d  of 

Bacon. "He w a s  indeed made up of two men, a w i t t y ,  w e l l -  

read  scholar, and a nervous d r i v e l i n g  id lo t . . . . "  If he 



had only been a scho la r ,  perhaps Canon of Chr is t  Church, 

h i s  r epu ta t ion  t o  ~ o s t e r i t y  would he exce l l en t .  " I n  

a col leqe  much e c c e n t r i c i t y  and chi ld ishness  would have 

been r e a d i l y  pardoned i n  so learned  a man." Iie showed 

h i s  wisdom i n  recognizing Bacont s genius and l ea rn ing  

(L-ord Bacon-, . - D. 398) .  

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  of V i l l  i e r s  (Duke of riuckin~harn) 

and James w a s  perplexinq t o  Piacaulay as t o  o the r  h i s t o r i a n s .  

That t h i s  at tachment was scandalous w a s  an i d e a  which 

Macaulay bel ieved t o  be unfounded. Ye descr ibed James as 

a s lave  a t  h e a r t ,  one who had su f fe red  many h u m i l i a t i o n s  

before ascending the  throne of Znpland. Considering 

Jamesc ~ e r s o n a l i t y  i t  w a s  Aacaulagts opinion t h a t  V i l l i e r s t  

treatment of  hi^ was well  planned t o  ga in  favor .  

lYonthau had s a i d  t h a t  the King could have prevented 

3aconls f i n a l  d isgrace .  Eacaulay's view on t h i s  was 

based on the  need f o r  Parliament t o  check the  p o t e n t i a l  

despo t i sa  of k ings ,  a b a s i c  creed i n  Vhip philosophy. 

James hati c a l l e d  th ree  Parliaments and i t  w a s  t he  t h i r d  

which i n v e s t i ~ a t e d  the  abuse of ~ a t e n t s  of monopoly. 

The members of Parliament had acted l i b e r a l l y  and r e s ~ e c t -  

f u l l y  t o  Dhe  in^, according t o  Macaulay, but  with the  

Dower of t h e  n e o ~ l e  behind them, the  Kina had no recourse 

h u t  t o  abide by t h e i r  dec is ion .  James could have f e l t  

s ince re  friends hi^ f o r  '43acon hut  would be unwi l l ing  t o  



r i s k  h i s  n o s i t i o n  with Parliament. That he ac ted  c o r r e c t l y  

i n  l e t t i n g  the  c o u r t s  judge Bacon w a s  Kacaulay's view 

(Lord - - 3acon, - - n. b27). 

f7tiones t Wgh 1,atimertf w a s  !;iacaulay s witness  a g a i n s t  

?&con on t h e  taking of br ibes .  Ee w a s  a p l a i n  man of the  

common people, preaching seventy years  before Raconls 

time. This popular and admirable bishop had preached on 

covetousness, ava r i ce ,  and the  tak ing  of b r i b e s  with a 

popular i ty  t h a t  proved the  sentiment a p a i n s t  such a 

p r a c t i c e  i n  Bacon's time. Kacaulay s a i d  t h a t  he could 

w r i t e  twenty pages about the  sermons of t h i s  man, an 

a c t i o n  which might have appealed t o  his r eaders  as sermons 

were powular readingo(Lord  - - -,. Bacon, - --- - p.  430). 

The amount of g r e a t  l i t e r a t u r e  produced by Sacon 

during h i s  las t  f i v e  years  made FTacaulay r e g r e t  t h a t  he 

had spent  s o  much time on o the r  th ings .  One of his 

con t r ibu t ions  w a s  the  lTbest c o l l e c t i o n  of j e s t s  i n  t h e  

world.tl Macaulag s a i d  t h a t  Bacon d ied  a martyr t o  

experimental  sc ience  and t h a t  h i s  w i l l  revealed "a 

mournful consciousness t h a t  h i s  a c t i o n s  had no t  been 

such as to e n t i t l e  him t o  t h e  esteem of those under whose 

observat ion h i s  l i f e  had been passed, and a t  the  same 

time a proud confidence t h a t  h i s  wr i t ings  had secured f o r  

him a high and permanent place among the  benefactors  of 

mankind11 (Loor(l- -...- aacon, -- p. 444). The ideas  of martyrdom 



and renentance on leaving  t h i s  world were important 

ideas  t o  Evangel icals .  

From the  long d i scuss ion  of Bacon's morals Macaulay 

t u r n s  t o  Bacon the  p h i l o s o ~ h e r .  He bel ieved t h a t  Bacon's 

name would be reverenced by p o s t e r i t y  a l l  over the  

c i v i l i z e d  world and t h a t  t h e  end of h i s  philosophy d i f f e r e d  

from t h a t  of h i s  predecessors.  "It was t h e  mul t ip ly ing  

of human enjoyments and the  mi t iga t ing  of human suffer ings . . . .  

Two words form the  Key of t h e  Saconian d o c t r i n e ,  U t i l i t y  

and Progressn (Lord ----- ----.- qacon, p. 445). 

E a r l i e r  essays  of Kacaulayls w i l l  help exp la in  

h i s  meaning of U t i l i t y  and Proqress.  I n  1830 i n  

Southey's Colloauies~ on Sogiety he had debated the  i d e a  - -.-. -.- " - * . -- - * 

of progress  with Robert Southey, poet l a u r e a t e  of %gland. 

jouthey had taken t h e  Tory view t h a t  government should 

be a l l i e d  with the  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n .  H e  be l ieved t h a t  

government should g e t  a l l  su rp lus  money t o  use f o r  

n a t i o n a l  works. He maintained t h a t  people had been 

happier t h r e e  hundred yea r s  before with a pa te rna l  

government. Macaulay s a i d ,  i n  h i s  essay ,  t h a t  Southey 

wanted opinions on morals,  p o l i t i c s ,  and r e l i g i o n  t o  stem 

from the  qovernment. 

Disagreeing with Southeyfs  i d e a s ,  Macaulay contended 

t h a t  the  ;qhig philosophy had crea ted  improved condi t ions  



f o r  the  people,  the  proof be in^ t h a t  the  l i f e  span w a s  

longer.  He s a i d  t h a t  both t h e  government of Charles,  

combined w i t h  the  H i ~ h  Church, and the  government of 

Cromwell, based on P u r i t a n  creeds ,  had been oppressive.  

nThe t r a i n i n g  of the  High Church ended i n  the  r e i g n  of the  

Pur i t ans  an4 the  t r a i n i n g  of t h e  Pur i t ans  ended i n  the  

t h a r l o t s '  . t l 1 3  Government f r e e  from r e l i g i o u s  d i r e c t i o n  

w a s  needed f o r  f r e e  speech because a l l  systems of 

government depend on publ i  c  opinion. 

The r e a l  s e c u r i t y  of r e l i g i o n  i s  t o  be found i n  
i t s  benevolent mora l i ty ,  i n  i t s  e x q u i s i t e  
adap ta t ion  t o  t h e  human h e a r t ,  t o  the  f a c i l i t y  
with which i t s  scheme accomodates i t s e l f  t o  the  
i n t e l l e c t ,  i n  t h e  consola t ion  which i t  bea r s  t o  
the  house of mourning, i n  t h e  l i g h t  with whit& 
i t  br igh tens  the  g r e a t  mystery of the  grave. 

Freedom, too ,  of competit ion i n  indus t ry  w a s  

h e a l t h f u l  f o r  the  economy, whereas the  government use 

of su rp lus  money would l ead e i t h e r  t o  embezzlement o r  

t o  an  abundance of jobbina, Macaulay argued. 

Writing t h i s  essay before t h e  concept of evolu t ion  

had changed the  t r a d i t i o n a l  view of na tu re ,  he s a w  God 

as the  c r e a t o r  of genera l  l a w s  f o r  the  phys ica l  and 

moral world. "We do not  see  e i t h e r  t h e  p i e t y  OF the  

r a t i o n a l i t y  of thus  conf ident ly  expect ing t h a t  the  Supreme 



Being w i l l  i n t e r f e r e  t o  d i s t u r b  the common succession of 

cause and events.... We r e l y  on the na tura l  tendency of 

the human i n t e l l e c t  t o  t r u t h  and on the na tura l  tendency 

of society t o  improvement. 

Macaulay looked ahead a hundred years t o  1930, 
1 

expecting t h a t  people would be even b e t t e r  fed and lodged 

and s a w  the nat ional  debt increas ing a s  the  country 

became more prosperous. He sa id  t h a t  machines, not yet  

invented, would be i n  every home and t h a t  a11 t rave l ing  

would be by steam ra i l roads  (a  new convenience at t h a t  

t ime).  Yet he s a id  t h a t  he w a s  prophesying nothing and 

recognized t h a t  ca lamit ies  can occur i n  a country. He 

could s e e  nothing t o  f e a r  i n  the increase i n  population 

with the increase i n  knowledge of mechanical sciences. 

(Robert Malthus i n  An Essay o,n_ k& ,P_r_i&ciple OL 
Po_~ulat ion,  the second ed i t i on  published i n  1803, had - ---.. .---. 

s t a t ed  t h a t  the pressure on food had diminished with the 

advance of c i v i l i z a t i o n  and t h a t  morality,  too, acted as 

a check on the  increase of population).  16 

By U t i l i t y  Macaulay meant t h a t  the various branches 

16 W. 3. Sorley, A_ H i s t o n  - of -.-- B r i t i s h  ----- Philosophy 9 
l-9,OIO (London, 1965)'  p. 



of knowledge should be s tud ied  f o r  t h e i r  usefulness .  H i s  

use of the  word u t i l i t y  d i d  n o t  mean t h a t  he had adopted 

the  U t i l i t a r i a n  philosophy. Ee had made c l e a r  h i s  opposi t ion 

t o  t h e i r  l l f au l tyn  reasoning i n  th ree  essays i n  1829. He 

admired the  l a w s  of p o l i t i c a l  economy which Jeremy 

Sentham had advocated but  he d i sassoc ia ted  him from 

U t i l i  t a r i a n i  srn because Bentham had s t a t e d  t h a t  monarchy, 

a r i s t o c r a c y ,  and democracy may balance each o the r  and 

by mutual checks produce good government. Nacaulay d i d  

not  a t t a c k  t h e i r  ngrea tes t  happinessn p r i n c i p l e  but  s a i d  

i t  w a s  no t  new: 

The g r e a t e s t  happiness p r i n c i p l e  has  always been 
l a t e n t  under the  words s o c i a l  c o n t r a c t ,  j u s t i c e ,  
benevolence, l i b e r t y ,  and s o  f o r t h ,  j u s t  as f a r  
as it w a s  f o r  the  happiness,  r e a l  o r  imagined, 
of those who used - these  words f g  promote t h e  
p r e a t e s t  hapginess of mankind. 

The b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  view between U t i l i t a r i a n s  

and l h i g  I i b e r a l s  i s  discussed i n  D. C. S o m e r v e l l ~ s  

En&&i-s& T&o_u_ght khe ?!ihne_tet.eenth_ Ce-nt_u_rx and i n  .--- The 

Idea  of Prome_s_s_ by J .  3. Bury. The s p l i t  between t h e  -"-'-- - - - 
U t i l i t a r i a n s  and ?$big I i b e r a l s ,  s a i d  Bury, w a s  t h a t  the  

L ibe ra l s  be l ieved t h a t  ind iv idua l  l i b e r t y  w a s  the  motive 

f o r c e  i n  government. The U t i l i t a r i a n  philosophy l e d  t o  

the  a u t h o r i t y  of the  s t a t e  ( s o c i a l i s m ) .  18 

--..- -- .- = - ----.* - - - - 

17~lacaulay, :+Jestminister s Reviewers nef ence of M i l l  ------------- -------- - - - -  --- ---* 
Essays ---. - - 9  r * 4-57. - 

18 J. 3. Bury, The IAea or pr,o0grees,s (New York, 1935), 
p. 236. 



I n  r;ii-I-t_f_s_ T&ssa~ 02 gqv,e_r-nment (1829),  Wacaulay 

g ives  the  process  by which happiness f o r  mankind can he 

a t t a i n e d  : 

s u r e l y  by t h a t  method which, i n  every experimental  
science t o  which i t  has been app l i ed ,  h a s  
s l ~ n a l l y  increased the  Dower and knowledge of our 
species,-- . . .by the  method of Induction.. . .  
Proceeding thus , - -pa t i en t ly , - -d i l igen t ly , - -  
candidly--we may hope t o  form as far from i n f e r i o r  
t o  t h a t  ( ~ t i l i t a r i a n i s m )  which we have been 
examining and as far  super ior  t o  i t  i n  r e a l  
a b i l i t y  as the  p r e s c r i p t i o n  of a g r e a t  physician. .  . 
t o  the  p i l l  of t h e  a d v e r t i z i n g  quack which i s  t o  
cure a l l  ptan beings,  i n  a l l  c l imates ,  i n  a l l  
d i seases .  

Macaulay po l i shes  off the  U t i l i t a r i a n s  with t h e  

fol lowing conclusion: UThey may as well  be U t i l i t a r i a n s  

as jockies  o r  dandies . . . i t  i s  n o t  much more laughable 

than  phrenology, and i s  immeasurably more humane than 

cock-fighting. 20 

That t h e  Baconian d o c t r i n e ,  U t i l i t y  and Progress ,  

with i t s  use of induct ive  reasoning,  c o n s t i t u t e d  a 

revolu t ionary  change needed t o  e f f e c t  progress  f o r  the  

human condi t ion  w a s  d iscussed  a t  g r e a t  l eng th  by Macaulay 

i n  Lgc$ gacog. That t h e  i d e a s  of Seneca, P l a t o ,  and 

Epicurus,  s e t  f o r t h  with the  use of deduct ive reasoning,  

were imprac t i ca l  and the  a n c i e n t  phi losophers  l e f t  t he  

world as ignorant  and wicked as they had found i t ,  was 



Macaulayts contention. Paganism of the  ancients  had 

infected Chr i s t i an i ty  i n  the  f i f t h  century. I f  the 

ancient    hi lo sop hers had been ab le  t o  banish vice  t h e i r  

philosophy might have helped mankind but i n  the  thousand 

years s ince Socrates,  using the  bes t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  minds, 

there  had been no progress i n  men's morals o r  i n  t h e i r  

l i v i n g  conditions. 

The corruption of primitive Chr i s t i an i ty ,  r a t h e r  

than taking place i n  the f i f t h  century, occurred i n  the  

seventeenth century, according t o  John Henry Newman, 

a contemporary of Placaulay and a Tory l i k e  Southey. 21 

He believed t h a t  the  Whigs had suppressed the  primit ive 

Chr i s t i an i ty  of the Anglo-Catholic Church. 22 He b i t t e r l y  

oppose3 t h e  Zvangelicals,  whom he considered t o  be under 

the influence of -Xhig Liberals .  

Xacaulay , an ardent  Yhig and 3vangeli c a l  , thought 

t h a t  the Protes tant  Fieformation marked the  beginning of 

progress f o r  mankind. I n  h i s  essay on Bacon he named the  

g rea t  Protes tant  Reformers who had f reed  man from the 

scholas t i c  whilosoghy--Luther, Zwinali, Sucer, Peter  

Martyr, Calvin, and Ramils. La t in i ty  had been reformed 

by Ascham a ~ l d  -Suchanan. A l eader ,  a mere common man, 

* l ~ o h n  Henry Cardinal Newman, %ologia - - - --- ...-- Pro Vita ---- --- Sua - 
(Soston, 1956), p. .61. 



w a s  needed t o  s e t  f o r t h  the  p r i n c i p l e s  which would make 

i n f i n i t e  progress  poss ib le .  According t o  Facaulay , Bacon 

w a s  t h i s  g r e a t  l eader :  

Bacon knew t h a t  men, and  hil lo sop hers as well  as 
o the r  men, do a c t u a l l y  love l i f e ,  h e a l t h ,  comfort, 
honor, s e c u r i t y ,  the  soc ie ty  of f r i e n d s ,  and do 
a c t u a l l y  d i s l i k e  dea th ,  s ickness ,  ~ a i n ,  poverty,  
d i sg race ,  danger, sepa ra t ion  from those t o  whom 
they a r e  a t tached.  He knew t h a t  r e l i g i o n ,  
althouoh i t  o f t e n  moderates these  f e e l i n g s ,  
seldom e r a d i c a t e s  them: nor d i d  he th ink  it 
d e s i r a b l e  f o r  mankind t h a t  they should be 
e rad ica ted  (Lord ,-,, , .-~ Sacon - -- , 9 p. 466). 

The genius of Bacon w a s  i n  t u r n i n g  the  minds of 

specu la t ive  men, long occupied i n  ve rba l  d i s p u t e s ,  t o  the  

discovery of new and use fu l  t r u t h s  which had been 

access ib le  a l l  the  time. Nacaulay s a i d  t h a t  the  use of 

the  induct ive  method, as advocated by Bacon, was not  a 

new concept, but  had been used s ince  the  beginning of 

mankind. The a n a l y s i s  of induct ive  reasoning made by 

3acon w a s  no t  new, e i t h e r ,  and had l i t t l e  p r a c t i c a l  

value.  Bacon1 s claim t h a t  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  i n t e l l i . ~ e n c e  

were no t  f a c t o r s  i n  acqu i r ing  new knowledge, i f  t he  r u l e s  

Tor induct ion  were followed, w a s  no t  a v a l i d  i d e a  t o  

P!acaulay, !!The i n t e r v a l  between a man of t a l e n t s  and a 

dunce i s  as wid-e as everH (&sA R-ac~q, p. 481).  However, 

3acon had s t imula ted  men t o  use the  induct ive  method by 

fu rn i sh inq  them with new motives, a new end. nThe end 

being given,  the  means as i t  appears  t o  u s ,  could not  wel l  



be mistakenrr (Lord .-- Bacon, --- p. 482). (Catherine'  Bowep, 

i n  1963, would. agree with Macaulay about the  eva lua t ion  

of Bacon* s con t r ibu t ion  t o  induct ive  thinking.  ) 

The end o r  "objec t  of a l l  h i s  specula t ions  i n  

every department of sc ience ,  i n  n a t u r a l  philosophy, i n  

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  i n  morals...was t o  use h i s  own 

emphatic expression ' f ru i ' t l  . I t  was t he  mul t ip ly ing  of 

human enjoyments and t h e  m i t i a a t i n q  of human suffer ings l r  

(Lord ---- Bacon, p. 455).  The anc ien t  phi losophers ,  even t h e  

Tpicureans (whose philosophy w a s  p leasure  f o r  the  

ind iv idua l  by  the  p r a c t i c e  of v i r t u e ) ,  had not  cont r ibuted  

t o  Progress. Kacaulay had compared t h e  accumulation of 

t r u t h  and knowledge i n  the  s i x t e e n t h  with the  n ine teenth  

century i n  h i s  d i scuss ion  of the  educat ion of women. 

Before t h e  s i x t e e n t h  century t r u t h  had been 0 n . a  t read-  

m i l l .  

Macaulay i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  Progress 

with the  new philosophy by comparing the  approach of 

3acon t o  t h a t  of- the  anc ien t  Greeks i n  terms of usefu lness  

of var ious  pursQi t s  of knowledge. Appealing t o  the  

business  men of h i s  time, Macaulay s a i d  t h a t  the  

A r i s t o t e l i a n s  d i d  not  prepare men t o  be shopkeepers and 

merchants, a b l e  t o  buy and s e l l ,  but  t r i e d  t o  r a i s e  t h e i r  

minds above the  ma te r i a l  universe.  These same philosophers 



_, 
would be l i v i n g  i n  luxury while the  mass of people l i v e d  

i n  wretched condit ions.  

3aconTs  i d e a  of t h e  usefu lness  of mathematics had 

d i f f e r e d  from F l a t o ' s  and Archimedes', who had considered 

a r i t h m e t i c  u s e f u l  as a d i s c i p l i n e ,  "a noble i n t e l l e c t u a l  

exerc ise"  (L-ord * - -  3acon, p. 458). %con had w r i t t e n  i n  

1605 i n  m e  &d_v_a_n_c_een_ent of Le-rr-ning t h a t  mathematics could 

be use fu l  both i n  n a t u r a l  philosophy and as a b e n e f i c i a l  

s tudy f o r  t h e  i n t e l l e c t .  Twenty years  l a t e r  he had s a i d  

i n h i  s xr ea&i.s-e_ on .t_hhee Ad~anc_e_-e-nt p_f L-ear-ni-ng t h a t  

mathematics could have no h igher  rank than as a n  appendage 

t o  o the r  sc iences  and t h a t  more and more branches of 

mathematics would be used as more and more d i scover ie s  

were made i n  physics ,  but  had omitted any reference  t o  

the  s tudy of pure mathematics. Macaulay s a i d  t h a t  Bacon, 

i n  h i s  enthusiasm f o r  h i s  own i d e a s ,  may have e r r e d  i n  

no t  considering t h a t  mathematics might be u s e f u l  t o  a 

man specula t ing  f o r  h i s  own p leasure ,  " i n  extending the 

empire of man over matter"  (m s . ,  p. 458). 

Tv:acaulay s va lu ing  the  metaphysical use of mathematics i s  

modern. 

Progress  i n  the  sc ience  of medicinewas poss ib le  by 

using Bacon's philosophy. P l a t o  had s a i d  t h a t  only men of 

good c o n s t i t u t i o n  and i n t e l l e c t  should be t r e a t e d  f o r  

e x t e r n a l  i n j u r i e s  o r  occasional  l ld i s t empers .~  Bacon's 

concern was f o r  a l l ,  using t h e  example of C h r i s t  who w a s  - 



t he  Great Physician of the  bcdyff (&or2 p..-o2, p. 462) .  

The i n t e r e s t  of 8acon i n  serv ing  a l l  mankind w a s  

c a r r i e d  i n t o  the  f i e l d  of l e g i s l a t i o n .  H i s  conception 

of the  end of l e p i s l a t i o n  as the  well-be in^ of t h e  people 

w a s  p r a c t i c a l  and a t t a i n a b l e .  VThe a i m  of t h e  Baconian 

philosophy w a s  t o  provide man with what he wants while 

he cont inues t o  be a nian.... The philosophy of P l a t o  

began i n  words and ended i n  wordstl (Lord - --. 3acon. -- -- - p. 465). 

Other comparisons favorable  t o  Bacon's philosophy 

were made bu t ,  f o r  t h e  purpose of r evea l ing  the  thought of 

Macaulayt s t ime, the  scope of t h i s  d i scuss ion  has  t o  be 

l imi ted .  

Macaulayis nessayu would be published as a book 

i n  the  twent ie th  century.  The approximately s i x t y  thousand 

words he used i s  over a t h i r d  more than  used by Francis  

S t e e l ,  w r i t i n g  on the  same s u b j e c t  i n  1930, and not  

many words l e s s  than  Catherine Bowen used i n  1963. S i x t y  

per  cen t  of P:acaulavts essay concerned Bacon's pub l i c  

l i f e  and corrupt  charac ter .  Forty per  cent  discu,ssed 

Sacon's con t r ibu t ions  as a g r e a t  philosopher.  ' 

Although the  emphasis on moral weakness i s  p r e a t e r  

i n  Macaulavls essay ,  l a t e r  biopraphers of 3acon would be 

d is turbed  by the  same d u a l i t y  of charac ter .  Catherine 

Bowen called i t  t h e  n y i n  and yang, i t s  e v i l  and good, i t s  



dark s i d e  and i t s  l ~ ~ h t . 1 1 ~ ~  She thought t h a t  the  

v e r s a t i l i t y  of h i s  genius presented d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  

w r i t i n s  h i s  bf orrravhy and t h a t  h i s  l? p ~ q m s i t y  f o r  e v i l "  

added t o  t h i s  problem. I%acaulay recognized the  

con t rovers i a l  a s p e c t s  i n  a l e t t e r  from Ind ia  t o  McVey 

Wapier i n  which he s a i d  t h a t  he hoped t h a t  h i s  essay 

would i n s p i r e  f u r t h e r  s t u d i e s  of Bacon. This hope w a s  

r e a l i z e d  when James Spedding, prompted by t h e  essay,  

began a t h i r t y  year  r e sea rch  and published what i s  s t i l l  

considered the most comprehensive s tudy of Raconls l i f e .  

Macaulayls judgment of Saconls  morals reads  l i k e  

a sermon, a type of w r i t i n g  which, as noted previous ly ,  

w a s  a popular form of reading. H i s  approach, us ing  a tone 

of moral r i ~ h t e o u s n e s s ,  i s  no t  popular now but  h i s  essay 

should be read  t o  understand the  s p i r i t  u n d e r l y i w  

nine teenth  century England. This "unmerciful vehemence,-- 

s t r i d e n t  confidence,--breathless  convict ion,n as Pie tex  ' 

Geyl expressed i t ,  regresented  the  f o r c e  of Evangelicism 

on the  soc ie ty  of England. 24 Macaulay w a s  a whole man 

i n  t h a t  h i s  emotional l i f e  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  were 

fused. Geyl, l i k e  o the r  l a t e r  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  considers  

' j ~ a t h e r i n e  Bowen, --- Francis  -.-- Bacon (Boston, 1963). b. 4. 

"pieter  Geyl, Debates with fi&?p,rians (New York, 
1 9 5 8 )  PP* 30-45. 



h i s  ce r t a in ty  about things nhorrifying, unbearably 

i ' r r i ta t ing."  Geyl sa id  of PIacaulay's view of progress and 

u t i l i t y  i n  Lord sc_cog-, f 'It i s  a view of the world and of 

h i s to ry  t h a t  makes one shudder." He considered Macaulay 

a p o l i t i c i a n  of h i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t  wri t ing with 'la mind of 

r a r e  c l a r i t y  and immense vigor." 

Geyl e r r s  i n  considering Macaulay a man untouched 

by the Romantic Novement "with no f e e l i n g  of awe before 

the  mystery of the  pas t . "  25 Macaulayls @.ys @cci-e-% 

Rome i n t e r e s t  i n  the c l a s s i c s ,  pleasure i n  S i r  Walter 
-A-- * 

S c o t t ' s  novels, co l lec t ion  of bal lads ,  h i s  bel ief  i n  the 

na tura l  inequa l i ty  of men, and h i s  admiration f o r  Francis 

Sacon make him a t rue  Romantic. 3is s t y l e  of w r i t i n g  with 

e rno t i~na l  sub jec t iv i t y  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of the  de f in i t i on  

of romanticism i n  & mdpPo_o,k to ----- Literatuxe.  - - 

Yet, viewed i n  philosophical terms tfromanticismn 
does have a f a i r l y  d e f i n i t e  meaning f o r  the  
student  of l i t e r a t u r e .  The term desipnates 
a l i t e r a r y  and philosophical theory which tends 
t o  see the Individual  a t  the  very center  of a l l  
l i f e  and a l l  experience, and i t  places him, 
therefore  a t  the  center  of a r t ,  making 
l i t e r a t u r e  most valuable a s  an expression of 26 h i s  unique f ee l ings  and pa r t i cu l a r  a t t t tudes . . . .  

After h i s  r e t u r n  from India ,  where he had been 

from 1834 t o  1838, Macaulay seemed t o  f e e l  a l i ena ted  from 

26 
Thra l l ,  Bibbard, Holman, - A fl_andboog - --- -- --- t o  L i te ra tu re  - -- -- - - - -- - -- 

(New York, 1960),  p. 431. 



h i s  society.  The Oxford Movement, Ut i l i t a r ian i sm,  the 

Indian Mutiny, and the d i s in t eg ra t ion  of the Whig P a r t y  

were d i s t r e s s ing  t o  him, The poem he wrote i n  1847 a f t e r  

' h i s  defeat  f o r  a s e a t  i n  Parliament i s  Romantic i n  s p i r i t .  

Like a 3omantic hero, he f e l t  t h a t  socie ty  d id  not und-er- 

stand him. 

Yes, l e t  them go, gain, fashion,  pleasure,  power. . . . .  
Yine i s  the  world of thought, the world of dream, 

Mine all the  pas t  and a l l  the  fu tu re  mine. 
. a * .  

I n  the  d-ark hour of shame, I deigned t o  stand 
Before the  frowning peers  a t  Bacon's s ide ;  * . . .  
See r i ches ,  baubles, f l a t t e r e r s ,  pass away. 

Yes, they w i l l  pass away; nor deem it strange:  
They come and go, as comes and goes the sea;  

And l e t  them come and go: thou, through al12vhanse, 
Fix thy f irm gaze on v i r t u e  and on me. 

Some wr i te r s  have questioned Macaulay ' s view of 

economic development as not perceptive of i t s  problems, 

Perhaps the  answer i s  t h a t  Macaulay, a r e l i g ious  man, 

had f a i t h  i n  the  individual .  The s t ruc tu re  of h i s  world 

w a s  the Whig Party,  which died out i n  1844, and Evangelicism, 

which began t o  ebb i n  1833, followed by the  Oxford 

Movement. Macaulay s a w  the need f o r  reforms i n  government 

and believed i n  education, as h i s  famous &inute  wr i t t en  

i n  India had indicated.  With h i s  philosophy, success i n  

government, business,  and personal l i f e  would be a t t a ined  

* ? ~ r e v e l ~ a n ,  - . . .  Life 11, 130-137i i  , ' . 



through v i r t u e  of the individual .  

The v i r t u e  of Bacon, t o  Kacaulay, w a s  i n  f ree ing  

the individual  so t h a t  progress was possible.  Xhether 

Sacon can be given c r e d i t  f o r  s t a r t i n g  the idea  of progress 

i s  discussed by J. B. Eiury i n  the  comprehensive study 

published i n  1932, IF,d,e-a of g r g ~ e s s .  -. Re sa id  t h a t  

Bacon had helped t o  f r e e  science from Theology and w a s  

U t i l i t a r i a n  i n  wanting science t o  be usefu l ,  but "h i s  

conception of h i s  own time as the old age of humanity 

excludes the conception of an  inde f in i t e  advance i n  the 

fu tu re ,  which i s  e s s e n t i a l  i f  the theory Lzf progres&7 

i s  t o  have s ignif icance and value. 28 Bury s a id ,  too, 

t h a t  Bacon's i d e a l  s t a t e ,  New At lan t i s ,  w a s  not  projected 

i n t o  fu ture  time, a method which i s  used with the idea of 

progress. He gives c r e d i t  r a t h e r  t o  the  philosophy of 

Descartes as a beginning of the  idea. Descartes,  unlike 

Bacon who believed i n  an ac t ive  intervening Providence, 
? 

believed i n  the immutable l a w s  of nature. 

Macaulag, l i v i n g  i n  a period when the idea  of 

progress was a t  i t s  peak, was l imi ted by the  lack of 

i n t e r e s t  i n  speculat ive thought a t  the  un ivers i t i es .  W. 3. 

Sorley i n  1 Ki-sLo--- of g r i t i s h  phls,ophy 1700 sa id  

2 8 ~ u r y ,  Progress, -- - p. 58. 



t h a t  the four th  decade i n  England w a s  lacking i n  

philosophic ideas  with the possible exception of those of 

Coleridge and Carlyle. nThe Benthamite Creed, which w a s  

i n  the ascendent, was not  favorable t o  speculat ive 

inquiry. 2 9  

These ea r ly  decades of the Victor ian  Age had not 

experienced the  impact of Car ly le ' s  super-man philosophy, 

the influence of the Higher Cri t icism of German wr i te r s ,  

Darwin! s r a d i c a l  theory of evolutLon, nor the reappra i sa l s  

of the c o n f l i c t  between science and re l ig ion .  The 

l imi t a t i ons  of Nacaulayls view of the world were t y ~ i c a l  

of the  l imi t a t i ons  of h i s  contemporaries i n  the middle 

c l a s s  of England before 1840. B i s  absence from England 

f o r  four  years  (1834-1838) could have caused Nacaulay 

t o  remain e s s e n t i a l l y  the  man of the  time of the  Reform 

B i l l  of 1832, as Yalter Bagehot had typed him, but it i s  

more probable t h a t  h i s  r e l i g ious  f a i t h  kept h i m  f i r m  i n  

h i s  convi ctL bns . . 
' leligious f a i t h  i n  the  age of science w a s  discussed 

by a Victorian wr i t e r ,  Iilathevr Arnold, i n  - Xebraism - and -- 

Hellenism. Arnold sa id  there  were t w o  fo rces  leading t o  

man's perfect ion or  salvat ion.  The force  of Hebraism 

provided the sense of obl igat ion of duty, s e l f  -control ,  



and a n  earnes tness  i n  doing one' s work. Hellenism, the  

f o r c e  w i t h  sweetness and l i g h t ,  helped men see th ings  as 

they r e a l l y  a re .  Arnold be l ieved t h a t  the  P u r i t a n  s e c t  

of Pro tes tant i sm,  i n f e r i o r  t o  the  Eebraic  p r imi t ive  

C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  w a s  t he  primary f o r c e  s i n c e  the  English 

qenai ssance and was checking man' s advancement towards 

Ilknowing himself and the  world, see ing  th ings  as they 

a r e  .I1 30 Ee bel ieved t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  development had 

crea ted  a c e r t a i n  ltconfusion and f a l s e  movement" which 

made a combination of Hebraism and Hellenhsm necessary f o r  

n e n l a r q i n ~  our whole view and r u l e  of l i f e .  1' Arnold 

s a i d  t h a t  the  Znglish 3eformation " w a s  weak i n  t h a t  i t  

never consciously grasped the  c e n t r a l  idea  of the  

Renaissance--the Xel lenic  i d e a  of pursuing, i n  all l i n s s  

of a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  l a w  and sc ience ,  t o  use P l a t o l s  words, 

of th ings  as they r e a l l y  a re"  and t h a t  Protestant i$m w a s  

super io r  t o  the  Hel lenic  i d e a  only i n  morals. 31 

Macaulay, i n  h i s  admirat ion f o r  the  nfrui ts l l  of 

;3acon, seemed t o  combine the  f o r c e s  advocated by Arnold. 

9is r e j e c t i o n  of Puritanism and of Cromwell i s  apparent  i n  

h i s  wr i t ings .  The &cfiotbmy of h i s  outlook was between h i s  

3 0 ~ i l l i a m  E. Buckler ed., Prose of the  Vic to r i an  .- - - .  - -  - -  
Period (Calnbridpe, Kass., 1958) .  :17GT57- .---' .-* . --- . 



b e l i e f  i n  human progress ,  based on Protes tant i sm,  sc ience ,  

and indus t ry ,  and h i s  l a c k  of understanding of the  r e s u l t s  

on s o c i e t y  of these  forces .  Some reasons f o r  t h i s  l ack  of 

understanding might be found i n  a book by E l l i l l i a m  B a r r e t t ,  

I r r a t i o n a l  Ev;a_n_. According t o  R a r r e t t ,  modern man, l i v i n g  -- - - -- --- * 

i n  a mass s o c i e t y ,  i s  depersonalized. "Science s t r i p p e d  

na ture  of i t s  human forms and presented man with a universe 

t h a t  was n e u t r a l ,  a l i e n ,  i n  i t s  vas tness  and f o r c e ,  t o  h i s  

human purpose. . . re l igion had encompassed man's l i f e "  

b ~ e f o r e  t h i s  . 32 Kacaulay, rlomantic and r e l i g i o u s ,  w a s  

a l i e n  t o  t h e  soc ie ty  descr ibed by B a r r e t t .  Other Vic to r i an  

w r i t e r s ,  q u e s t i o n i w  t h e i r  f a i t h ,  showed a comprehension 

of t h e  c o n f l i c t  between sc ience  and f ai  th--Macaulay never 

did.. 

Iqacaulay 1 s view of 3acor .  as having a r e l i g i o u s  

f a i t h  l i k e  h i s  own, the re fo re  t o  be judged by h i s  s tandards ,  

i s  quest ionable .  l d i l l i a m  Blake (1798),  whose d i a r i e s  were 

r e c e n t l y  published by Geoffrey Keynes, despised Sacon as 

non-Christian and 3picurean. 33  is only c r i t i c i s m  of 

Sacon with which Nacaulay would have agreed was t h a t  

Bacon e r r e d  i n  th inking  a l l  men a l i k e .  Other w r i t e r s  have 

32:di l l iarn B a r r e t t ,  Lr,raog+tl_ ga.. (New York, 1962).  p. 
35. 

3 3 ~ e o f f r e y  Keynes ed. ,  Uilllsm Slake (I.ondon, 1966), P a  
396. 



considered Bacon ha l f  -modern, h i s  view of theol-ogy , 

mediaeval, and of sc ience ,  modern. Althouph some of h i s  

contemporary s c i e n t i s t s  had adopted the  C o ~ e r n i c a n  theory,  

Bacon was s t i l l  Ptolemaic and ?laced the  e a r t h  as the  

cen te r  of the  model universe he constructed.  He w a s  not  

much d i f f e r e n t  from Thomas Aqui nas ,  who had s a i d  i n  the  

t h i r t e e n t h  century t h a t  sc ience  should be s tud ied  i n -  

d.ependently, t h a t  t r u t h  w a s  i n d i v i s i b l e ,  and t h a t  nothing 

i n  t h e  s tudy of sc ience  would con t rad ic t  God. Bacon s a i d .  

i n  - The Advancement --- - -- --- of -.- -- Learnin. ,  - - . a l i t t l e  knowledge of 

science w i l l  i n c l i n e  a man towards atheism but  when a 

man sees  the  work of Providence he w i l l  see  t h a t  sc ience  

must be t i e d  t o  God.. 

E.Y.W.Tillyard i n  - The Elizabethan -.-----~ ----. - .--- World .- P i c t u r e  ----- 

desc r ibes  t h e  age of Bacon as one i n  which t h e  s p i r i t  

of humanism with a b e l i e f  i n  the  importance of the  present  

l i f e  i s  combined with a b e l i e f  i n  the  p a t t e r n  of mediaeval 

h ierarchy,  an  age i n  which t h e  Tudors were an  i n t e g r a l  

p a r t  of the  physical  universe.  T i l l y a r d  s a i d  t h a t  

Spenser, Sidney, Ralei,gh, Hooker, Shakespeare, and Jonson 

Hare un i t ed  i n  holding with ea rnes tness ,  passion,  and 

assurance t o  the  main o u t l i n e  of the  mediaeval world 

p i c t u r e  as modified by the  Tudor regime, a l though they 
, 

a l l  knew t h a t  the  coherence of t h i s  p i c t u r e  had been 



.. 
L threatened.  #an w a s  placed between the  angels  and the  

b e a s t s  i n  a nchain of beinp,If a theocracy. Bacon's 

s e r v i l e  behavior towards r o y a l t y ,  while he emphasized 

human d i g n i t y  i n  h i s  works, could be t y p i c a l  of t h i s  

humani s t-mediaeval environment . 
3asil Willey i n  The Sze-nteenth, C_en_Iu,r~ Background .- 

d i scusses  Baconrs problem i n  separa t ing  sc ience  from the  

mediaeval p a t t e r n  of theology. The s tudy of sc ience  had 

been s a t a n i c ,  forbidden knowledge, as i n  ---- Taustus. Bacon 

s a i d  t h a t  t r u t h  w a s  two-fold, t h e  t r u t h  of r e l i g i o n  and 

the  t r u t h  of science.  The s tudy of sc ience  w a s  no t  

forbidden because nGod revealed  himself t.0 man by the  means 

of two s c r i p t u r e s .  .. . The w r i t t e n  word.. .LgndT - h i s  

hancliwork." 35 Vi l l ey  s a i d  t h a t  "Baconls d e s i r e  t o  sepa ra te  

r e l i g i o u s  t r u t h  and science w a s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of 

sc ience ,  no t  of r e l ig ion . .  . . After  t h r e e  hundred years  of' 

science we now have w r i t e r s  pleading f o r  r e l i g i o n  i n  an  

age dominated by science.  Sacon w a s  pleading f o r  science 

i n  an age dominated by r e l ig ion . "  36 3acon' s view of 

Nature as God's handiwork, and d iv ine ,  culminated i n  the age 

of Wordsworth and w a s  the  basis for r e c o n c i l i n g  science with 

: - -- 

2 "E. M. W. Ti l l y a r d ,  ~z-.beth,~ Eor1,d_ P i  c t u r s  
(New York, l942) ,  3. -102.  

I 
l 

a 1 w e y ge_ve-n_t,eee_n_ttb ce_ntu_r_x B&C,~_Q~O-U&~ 
(New York, 1953).  $ - ,42 .  



L r e l i g i o n  f o r  two c e n t u r i e s ,  according t o  Willey. PIacaulay, 

born i n  1800 near  t h e  end of these  two c e n t u r i e s ,  may never 

I have perceived the  c o n f l i c t  between sc ience  and r e l i g i o n  

because, t o  him, Nature ( s c i e n c e )  w a s  God's handiwork. 

Modern s c i e n t i s t s  recognize t h e  con t r ibu t ion  of 

Bacon t o  experimental  sc ience  as providing an  o u t l i n e  t o  be 

followed. The method he advocates w a s  used by contemporaries 

of h i s  l i k e  Gal i lko,  bu t  Bacon's wr i t ings  de l inea ted  t h e  

idea.  nMen began t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  by making observat ions 

c a r e f u l l y  and analyzing them q u a n t i t a t i v e l y ,  i t  could be 

shown t h a t  na ture  behaved i n  a reguLar manner and t h a t  

these  r e s u l a r i t i e s  could be discovered,  reduced t o  

mathematical form, and used t o  p r e d i c t  f u t u r e  events.fl 37 

Catherine Bowen names Bacon "a propagandist  of science.  fl 

B a s i l  Willey s a i d  t h a t  Bacon gave sc ience  tlan incomparable 

advertizement.l1 He descr ibed Bacon as a master of language, 

with the  wisdom of a poet o r  prophet,  with " i n t e r v a l s  of 

wise passivenessn as descr ibed by Keats and Nordsworth. 38 

Macaulagls view of Sacon i s  percept ive  i f  the  

c r i t i c a l  ma te r i a l  on Bacon and h i s  time published before 

1837 i s  cont ras ted  with the  wealth of c r i t i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  

now ava i l ab le .  Most w r i t e r s  judge Macaulay as unduly harsh 

37~dward Hutchins, J r . ,  ed., ---------- Pron t i  e r s  i.? Sci  ---- ence 
(New York, l 9 5 8 ) ,  p ; - 2 2 h .  



i n  wriJeming Bacon as cor rup t ,  but  time and research  

have no t  chanqed' the f a c t  t h a t  Bacon w a s  cor rupt .  An 

understanding of Kacaulay and the  e a r l y  n ine teenth  century 

back~round  w i l l  r evea l  the  admirat ion which !Jacaulay had 

f o r  3acon and which i s  expressed i n  ?3@o-n, Iqacaulayfs 

s t y l e  of w r i t i n g ,  discurSive on every s u b j e c t  he in t roduces ,  

and emphatic on every p b i n t ,  i s  not  acceptable  now t o  many 

readers .  

John Yorley, seventeen yea r s  a f t e r  Nacaulayfs dea th ,  

swnmed up t h e  c r i t i c i s m  of Nacaulay with which mod.ern 

c r i t i c s  agree : 

iGow a man of l e t t e r s ,  i n  an age of b a t t l e  and 
t r a n s i t i o n  l i k e  our own, f ades  i n t o  a n  ever  
deepening d i s t a n c e ,  un less  he has  while he 
w r i t e s ,  t h a t  touching and impressive q u a l i t y , - -  
the  presentiment of t h e  eve; a f e e l i n g  f o r  the  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  and i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  ill engage and 
d i s t r a c t  mankind on the  morrow. 3'4Y 

Macaulay has vfaded i n t o  the  distance,;? but  the re  

could be a r e v i v a l  of i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  w r i t i n g s  in t h i s  

modern age which i s  looking f o r  r o o t s  and f o r  expression 

by the  ind iv idua l .  Ze should be considered as one of t h e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  of t h e  Bornantic per iod of English l i t e r a t u r e ,  

as well  as "spokesman of the  Vic to r i an  &en which drew 

much of i t s  i n s p i r a t i o n  from t h e  Romantics. 
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